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PREFACE. 

The last May number of the *' Banner of Truth/' 
an interesting little periodical, giving monthly 
intelligence of the progress of the Reformation 
in Ireland, contained an article headed " Sum- 
mer Plans,'^ in which was both an invitation 
and an appeal to the public ; an invitation to 
inspect the missionary work, and, an appeal to 
those, who could afford time and money to do so, 
to give publicity to the results of their inspection. 
The appeal ran thus : — "Every traveller, convinced 
of the^ reality of the work, becomes an important 
witness, who can greatly advance the cause of 
truth, by declaring openly and freely to his 
friends and neighbours the results of his per- 
sonal inspection/^ 
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Having therefore accepted the invitation to 
visit some of the most important missionary 
stations in the west of Ireland, and having had 
very many opportunities of witnessing the eajtent 
and reality of the great religious movement now 
happily taking place there, I felt as if I was per- 
sonally appealed tO; to bear an humble testimony 
to what I believe to be the Lord's work. 

And, after due consideration as to how this 
could best be done^ I came to the conclusion that 
neither a public meeting nor private conversation^ 
though I hope to avail myself of both^ afforded 
sufficient scope for giving the desired publicity. 
I have therefore ventured to put into print, what 
appeared, to me at least, most gratifying evi- 
dences of the triumphs of Scripture truth, — evi- 
dences too, that came for the most part under 
my own observation. 

Several little books have, I am aware, been 
already published on this subject, as for instance 
Lord Boden's, the Rev. John Gregg's, and the 
Rev. William Marrables*; all of them bearing 
most conclusive testimony to the great work 
which the Lord is now bringing to pass in Ire- 



PREFACE. Vll 

land. But as those books are, I believe^ in the 
hands of but few in this neighbourhood, and my 
tour, made but three or four weeks ago, will 
enable me to add much fresh information, I 
trust that this little publication will not be 
deemed superfluous. 

The short outline, which I have given in the 
first chapter, of the origin of this great move- 
ment, not improperly described by the " Times " 
and the '^ Quarterly," as a new Reformation, has 
been culled from various sources, and is intended 
solely for the benefit of those who may have read 
nothing of the origin of the Reformation-work 
in Ireland. I have borrowed principally from 
Mr. Marrables^ pamphlet on "The Rise and 
Origin of the Irish Church Mission Society/^ 

The rest is a faithful narrative of what I myself 
heard and saw, and is given to the public in the 
humble hope that it may be the means of en- 
listing some new friends, who have it in their 
power to promote this great work. 

Deep have been Ireland^s sorrows and many 
her wrongs, but the bow of promise, now, as it 
were, reflected from her tears, looks bright and 
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hopeful, so that the words of her own Poet may 
yet be verified ; 



t( 



UnwashM by the rain, unchiird by the wind. 

The lily lies sleeping thro' winter's cold hour. 

Till spring, with a touch, her dark slumber unbind, 

And daylight and liberty bless the young flower. 

So Erin— oh Erin — thy winter is past. 

And the hope, that liv'd thro' it, shall blossom at last." 

L. w. J. 



Oswestry, Sept. 4, 1862. 
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CHAPTER L 



It is interesting to the Christian to trace the 
Sovereignty of Grod in the carrying out of all 
his designs ; - to observe how, when he has a 
great work to accomplish, he both over-rules 
events^^ so that they shall subserve to his 
purpose, and raises up just at the proper time, 
fit instruments to carry out his plans. Thus, 
if we look to the great Reformation of the 
16th century, we are at once struck with the 
remarkable concurrence of causes tending to a 
change, and of agents raised up to accomplish 
the change. Humanly speaking, Luther would 
have appeared in vain, when he did, if Chris- 
tendom had not been ready for a Reformation ; 
and, on the other hand, matters might have 
ended in a Revolution, but not in a Refor- 

B 
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mation, had there not been a Luther And a 
Melancthon to direct it to a right issue. But. 
as the work was of Grod, he prepared the way 
for the Reformation, and raised up Luther 
and Melancthon to be instruments in accom- 
plishing it. 

Something similar to this we notice in the 
origin and progress of the New Reformation in 
Ireland. Various causes had been, in the 
providence of God, concurring to weaken the 
influence of the Roman Catholic Priesthood 
over the minds of the people, and to dispose 
them more favourably to the reception of Scrip- 
tural instruction, and, at the same time, men 
and means were ready to take advantage of 
the openings thus presented. 

That a vast change has within a few years 
taken place in the disposition of the people 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, 
is evident to any one who knew anything of 
Ireland in former years, as I did, and who has 
travelled through it recently. The high wall 
of prejijdice has fallen in some places, and is 
tottering in many more. The priests in vain 
try to repress the exercise of private judgment. 
Inquiry is abroad ; and Rome trembles, be- 
cause she cannot stifle it. There are now to be 
found many Roman Catholics, who, though 
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still warmly attached to their own church and 
creed, are yet bold enough to exercise an in- 
dependent judgment, even in matters in which 
they come into collision with their own 
priests. Thus, notwithstanding the denun- 
ciations of the Synod of Thurles, many Ro- 
man Catholics are availing themselves of the 
education given in the new colleges. 

Now various causes have, as I said, tended 
to bring about this change, so that it is diffi- 
cult to know to which we should give the 
greater prominence. Doubtless the dreadful 
famine of 1846 and following years, contri- 
buted much to the change. For the munifi- 
cent generosity of Protestant England, and 
the noble bearing of the Protestant clergy of 
Ireland, stood out in marked contrast to the 
conduct of the Roman Catholic clergy, during 
that dreadful visitation ; and the people drew 
the contrast for themselves. 

There were the priests of the Church of 
Rome, bent only upon wringing from a people 
steeped in the deepest poverty, what they called 
their " dues ; " and there were on the other 
hand, the Protestant clergy of Ireland, literally 
denying themselves the necessaries of life, to 
share with their starving neighbours, and that 
without respect to creed or party, and abso- 

B 2 
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lutely immolating themselves on the altar of 
benevolence ; for numbers of the best of the 
clergy perished by fever, caught in visiting 
the sick and relieving the poor. This, doubt- 
less, produced a great effect on the minds of a 
sensitive people like the Irish. 

And, at the same time, the priests lost, 
much of their influence by the failure of 
pretended miracles. Holy water was then ex- 
tensively sold as a certain preventative against 
the potatoe disease ^ but soon the people found 
that they had been deceived, for, though they 
sprinkled water on the stalks, still the disease 
committed its fearful ravages just as before. 

Then too, another ground of dissatisfaction 
arose from the split in the Repeal camp, be- 
tween the young and old Irelanders, in which, 
for the most part, the people and their priests 
took opposite sides, the former siding with the 
young, and the latter with the old Irelanders ; 
and, as the impression was then beginning to 
become general that O'Connell had only been 
deceiving the populace, it was natural that 
the priests, who took his part, should come in 
for a share of the distrust and want of con- 
fidence. 

.And, though I am no admirer of the prin- 
ciples of the National Board of Education for 
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Ireland, I am not one of those who would 
deny that God may have over-ruled a great 
evil for good in this case, and that the spread 
of knowledge may have had some share in 
preparing the minds of the people for the great 
change now taking place. 

But unquestionably the most important 
element in this great movement has been, as 
far as I could gather, the extensive leavening 
of the masses of the people with scriptural 
knowledge> through the instrumentality of the 
'^ Irish Society." Silently and slowly, since 
the year 1818, had its agents been working 
amidst much discouragement and against 
many difficulties ; but they laboured in faith, 
and in reliance on the promise, " Cast thy 
bread upon the waters, and thou shalt find it 
after many days.^' In this way thousands were 
taught to read the Scriptures in Irish, and 
now behold the result in fields everywhere 
white unto the harvest. 



(( 



To the green valleys of Erin's South, 

O'er the hills of the Emerald Isle, 

Thither they have borne God's holy truth. 

To bid her mourners smile. 

It has been their's in the dear old tongue, 

They have loved of yore. 

The language that minstrels and bards have sung. 

But ne'er such a theme before." 
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But while various causes were thus tending 
towards a Reformation, fit agents were also 
raised up to seize this point of hope in Ire- 
land's crisis. The Rev. Alexander Dallas, 
Rector of Wonston, Hants, had long taken a 
deep interest in Ireland's religious and social 
condition, and had anxiously sought for oppor- 
tunities to benefit her. At length, in the 
year 1845, another warm friend of Ireland 
(since deceased), Mr. Durant, of High Canons, 
Herts, munificently offered Mr, D. pecuniary 
assistance to enable him to carry out any 
plans which he might form. Immediately 
the names and post-towns of a great many 
Roman Catholics, of all classes, and from all 
parts of Ireland, Were obtained ; and several 
striking letters, in English and Irish, were 
forwarded by post, some from London and 
some from Edinburgh. 

One was entitled, " A Voice from Heaven to 
Ireland ; " others, " Vital Questions for Roman 
Catholics." These coming — ^they knew not 
from whom— seemed literally like voices from 
heaven^ and produced a profound impression, 
leading to inquiry in every direction. Several 
letters, on various subjects, were forwarded in 
this way, and were read with avidity even by 
the higher class of Roman Catholic tradesmen. 
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Then Mr. Dallas visited many parts of Ire- 
land himself in the year 1846, and communi- 
cated to the Morning Herald such important 
information respecting the state oi pr&pared/ness 
of the Irish people for scriptural instruction, 
that a sum, exceeding £8,000, was at once 
contributed, as a *' special fund for the spiritual 
exigencies of Ireland " which sum was almost 
wholly expended in giving immediate assist- 
ance to the various religious Societies already 
existing in Ireland, at a time of great pressure, 
when they greatly needed it. 

But communications continued to reach the 
Committee of management for that " Special 
Fund/' of such importance as to induce them, 
after much prayerful deliberation, to form 
themselves into a distinct Society, first of all 
called " The Special Fund for Church Missions 
to the Roman Catholics of Ireland,"' but now 
known as " the Irish Church Mission Society,'' 
the object of which was to bring a more direct 
missionary agency to bear upon the Roman 
Catholics than was hitherto in existence. 

Again Mr. Dallas visited Ireland ; and this 
time despatched eight messengers to go before 
him through the Western counties, and to re- 
port to him, when they met at an appointed 
rendezvous, the actual state of things as they 
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found them. The intelligence, brought by these 
men from every quarter, was such as at once to 
decide Mr. Dallas on selecting one or two 
localities, there to make the experiment of 
sending Scripture Readers to commence mis- 
sionary operations. Some of these have been 
subsequently ordained by the Bishop of Tuam ; 
so fully impressed is he with the importance 
of the work. And the following statement, 
extracted from a recent circular of the Irish 
Church Mission Society, will convey to the 
reader some idea of the subsequent enlarge- 
ment of the mission thus commenced in West 
Galway. The Society has been, under God^s 
blessing, the means of rendering a district, 
extending fifty miles in length (that is, from 
Galway to Omey, beyond Clifden), and thirty 
in breadth (that is, from Leenane to Inverin) 
characteristically Protestant, which, six years 
ago, had been characteristically Romish. In 
that district, where there were not more than 
500 Protestants, there are near 6,000 converts 
attending the services of our Church, while 
nearly 3,500 children are taught in the Scrip- 
tural schools. 

The Bishop of Tuam, in September 1851, 
confirmed 712 converts from Romanism, where 
401 were confirmed by his Lordship in October 
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1849. Eight new churches are about to be 
erected (five of them are already in course of 
erection) in the same district, for the accom- 
modation of the converts. 

Since then, the experiment has wonderfully 
prospered ; from Galway the movement has 
extended to Dublin, Carlow, Portarlington, 
Enniscorthy, Sligo, Belfast, Tuam, Kilkenny, 
Drogheda, and even to Bermondsey, London ; 
I might even add to America, for the effects 
of any movement in Ireland, are borne by 
emigrants to the most distant parts of that 
vast continent ; and, as it is a land oifreedorriy 
they produce, as might be expected, results a 
thousand fold greater than in Ireland.* 

• Abundant evidence is on record as to the great numbers 
of Irish converts in the United States of America. 

In a letter from the Rev. R. Mullen, a Roman Catholic 
priest in New Orleans, to the Roman Catholic priests of 
Ireland, published in The Tablet in the month of April last, 
the following statements are made : — 

" The present population of the United States is about 
25,000.000, and of these the Catholic Church claims only 
1,980,000. 

" From the year 1825 to 1844, 1,260,000 left Ireland, one 
million of whom came to America : the proportion of Catho- 
lics among them may be fairly estimated at 800,000. 

" Since that period to the present the numbers who emi- 
grated here from Ireland, at the lowest calculation, were, 
1,500,000 ; and taking the Catholics as above, we will have, 
in nine years, 1,200,000. 
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The agents of the Irish Church Mission 
Society, whom I have met, seem to be ftien 
endued with much of the martyr spirit of 
the early Christians, and it is quite refreshing 
to witness the earnest zeal with which they 
labour to convince their erring Roman Catho- 

" A large number (say half a million) came from Germany, 
some from Italy, France, Belgium, and other countries, during 
the last ten years, half of whom were Catholies, say 250,000. 

" Twelve years ago America had a Catholic population 
(according to Dr. England, Bishop of Charleston], of 
1,200,000. 

** Calculating the increase of this number by births, at the 
very small number of 500,000, and adding for converts in the 
larger cities and towns 20,000, we will have the following 
total •. — 

Catholic emigrants from the year 1 825 to 1 844 800,000 
Catholic emigrants from 1844 to 1852 - - 1,200,000 
Catholic emigrants from other countries - - 250,000 
American Catholic population twelve years ago 1,200,000 
Increase by births since ------- 500,000 

Number of converts -------- 20,000 



Number who ought to be Catholics - 3,970,000 
Number who are Catholics - . - - 1,980,000 



Number lost to the Catholic Church - 1,990,000 
Say, in round numbers, Two Millions! 

** This calculation is vastly under the reality, yet it is a 
startling revelation, that two millions (principally of Irish 
Catholics) have been lost to the Church in less than a quar~ 
ter of a century!" 
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lie brethren, making use of " soft words, but 
hard arguments,"" and also to observe with 
what readiness many are listening to the word 
of life. 

Nor is the success by any means confined 
to the Irish Church Mission Society, for 
Erris, Lonisburg and Clare, Doon and Cong, 
Ventry and Feale Bridge, and other places, 
afford gratifying proofs of the successful 
labours of the Irish Society. The Bishop of 
Cashel recently stated that there are now no 
less than fifty congregations of converts in 
various parts of Ireland, ministered to by the 
agents of the Irish Society ; while, in West 
Galway alone, the Irish Church Mission So- 
ciety claims about twenty-six congregations 
of converts. 

And, it should be remembered, that the 
extent, to which proselytism is progressing, is 
admitted on all sides. The only question 
now raised by the priests, is as to the reality 
and character of the conversions ; but this will 
form the subject of another chapter. The 
Quarterly for last June contains an article 
headed, " The New Reformation in Ireland,"' 
which begins in the following strain : " If 
reports, which have taken the public by sur- 
prise, are to be credited, elements of almost 
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marvellous change are fermenting in Ireland^ 
Romanism is in process of breaking up, life 
and thought are stirring and struggling within 
it ; and not alone in some peculiar locality, 
or in one passionate sally of secession, but in 
variously-circumstanced districts, and in a 
continuous outpouring which has deepened 
and widened, till the rivulet has swelled into 
a stream that promises to become a flood. 
Leading organs of the press, British and Irish, 
Protestant and Romanist, are agreed as to the 
fact. Strangers prejudiced and unprejudiced, 
who have visited the country for the purpose 
of exploring its religious condition, report to 
the same effect. A Catholic Defence Associ- 
ation, under Archbishop Cullen, is specially 
employed to put down this Reformation. 
Another Society has been established by Dr. 
Whateley, the Lord Archbishop of Dublin, to 
protect converts against Papist persecution. 
No trivial movement," the writer justly adds, 
" could have led to such results as these." 

The Times newspaper, a paper which does not 
generally interest itself much in such matters, 
after having employed an agent of its own tc 
inspect the missionary work, has borne the 
most satisfactory testimony, both to the extent 
and the reality of the Reformation. And the 
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Tahht, the great organ of the Roman Catholic 
party, the powerful exponent of Ultra-Mon- 
tariisnij thus wrote on the 8th of Nov. 1851 : 
^* We repeat that it is not Tuam nor Cashel, 
nor Armagh, that are the chief seats of suc- 
cessful proselytisra, but this very city in which 
we live," i. e. Dublin. 

Another Roman Catholic organ, the Dublin 
Evening Post, thus wrote on the 11th of Nov. 
1851 : " We learn from unquestionable Ca- 
tholic authority, that the success of prosely- 
tism, in almost every part of the country, and, 
we are told, in the metropolis, is beyond all 
that the worst misgivings could have dreamt 
of There is not only no use in denying these 
statements, but it would be an act of treachery 
to the best interests of the Catholic Church, 
to conceal them, or to pass the matter over as 
a thing of no great moment. There is no Ca- 
tholic who does not regard the movement — 
if he be a sensible and sincere one, and not a 
brawler and a mountebank — with, we were 
going to say, dismay, but we shall substitute 
for the word, indignation and shame." 

Up to this point in the narrative I have 
merely endeavoured to condense information 
gathered from various sources, bearing upon 
the origin and extent of the new Refoi^vsvalv^xs. 
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in Ireland. But I shall now at once attempt 
to describe what I saw and heard myself during 
a recent tour over many parts of the South 
and West. Having travelled southwards to 
Cork, and thence to Killarney, and having 
spent a little time amidst the enchanting 
scenery of that charming spot, I had the pri- 
vilege on Tuesday, June the 22nd, of visiting 
Feale Bridge, one of the old stations of the 
Irish Society, where the Rev. E. Norman has 
been zealously labouring for many years. 
Notice of my visit had been kindly sent for- 
ward by Mr. Denny, Rector of Tralee, and 
accordingly there was a meeting of between 
sixty and seventy converts, and among them 
three or four Romanists, assembled before me* 
We read together John vi, and their answer- 
ing was exceedingly intelligent. The statistics 
of the parish, as I learned them, were the 
following. The number of converts, after 
being thinned by emigration, about 130. The 
average attendance at church, (^0 ; the average 
number of communicants, 26 ; and the average 
attendance at school 30, eight of whom are 
children of Roman Catholic parents. Here the 
work seems at present rather stationary, owing 
to great persecution. 

Leaving the hospitable roof of the Rev. E. 
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Nonnan, I set out for Tarbert, on the banks 
of the noble river Shannon, and received, by 
the way, very gratifying intelligence of the 
progress of the Reformation at Bally-bunnion, 
a watering place at the mouth of the Shannon, 
and under the care of the Rev. Mr. Stamer, 
and the agents of the Irish Society. 

From near Tarbert I crossed over in an 
open boat to Kilrush, at a place where the 
Shannon is about nine miles wide. As we 
passed by Scattery island, famous for its seven 
ruined churches, the boatmen told us many 
Popish legends as to the wonder-working power 
of the saint of the island, St. Sinin, as I un- 
derstood it. But a conversation which took 
place in the boat, is more to my present pur- 
pose, as illustrating how the Reformation is 
progressing in that quarter ; " Well," said one 
of the boatmen to a passenger, ** so they tell 
me, Pat, that you are taking to the JumperSy" 
(the name given to all converts by Roman 
Catholics.) " Well, and if I am,"' said the 
other, " I am not the only one. They tell me, 
Jack, that you too are hearkening to the 
Scripture-readers." "Troth, then it is true 
for them," said the boatman, " and I am just 
thinking that it won^t be long before all Ire- 
land is one religion ; sure, they ar^ alltvix^- 
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ing in Clare/' alluding to the great number 
of conversions taking place in Clare, about 
Carrigaholt and Miltown Malbay. 

I thought of the story told of a gentle- 
man in the north of Ireland, who, having 
called to see an Irish inspector (that is, 
one who inspects the teachers of the Irish 
Society,) was directed to an inner room. 
Approaching the door he heard the buz of 
many voices, and on opening found the in- 
spector surrounded by twenty or thirty men. 
" Pat,'" said he, " I am afraid you are making 
ribbonmen here/' " Oh no, your honour," 
was the reply, " I am not making ribbonmen, 
but I am making United Irishmen, and this, 
(holding up a large Irish Bible) is the bond of 
,our union/' Oh happy will it be for that 
country, when all Ireland shall possess that 
happy bond of union, and when the words of 
the poet shall be realized. 

•* Erin — thy silent tear ne'er shall cease, 
Erin — ^thy languid smile ne'er shall increase, 
Till, like the rainbow's lights 
Thy various tints unite. 
And form in heaven's sight 
One arch of peace." 

Starting from Kilrush, and travelling north- 
wards towards Galway, I passed through an 
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exceedingly desolate tract of country, where, 
on every side, were unmistakeable traces of 
famine, eviction, and emigration. Everywhere 
the gable-ends of dismantled hovels met the 
eye. On entering one small town, and that a 
county town, Ennis, I reckoned in one short 
street twenty-eight ruined cottages. 

The road from. Ennis to Gort led us by a 
magnificent demesne, Loughcooter, once the 
lordly residence of Viscount Gort, but now 
sold in the Encumbered Estates Court, and 
become the enclosure of a Convent under the 
altered name of Loretto. Here, it is said, that 
300 children are to be educated gratuitously 
in the Roman Catholic faith. Thus is Rome 
endeavouring to entrench herself behind the 
high walls of convents and monasteries. Oh 
when will British statesmen have the courage 
to inquire into the internal economy of those 
religious prison-houses ? 

At length arrived in Galway, the city of 
the Tribes, I lost no time in calling upon the 
Rev. Mr. Brownrigg, the missionary to the 
Roman Catholics, stationed in the town. Here 
the work is quite in its infancy^ but is full of 
promise. The Ragged Schools, — and well may 
they be called so, for I never beheld such 
nakedness -are very flourishing as to numbers. 

c 
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The average attendance is about 86 in the 
boys' —150 in the girls^ school, and the an- 
swering, especially that of the girls, was ex- 
cellent. The old rooms are rather small^ 
but I was glad to find that new ones, capable 
of accommodating from three to four hundred, 
were being fitted up, and are probably by this 
time in use. It is expected that when they 
are open, the numbers will immensely increase. 
The inquiring class for Roman Catholics, 
though but lately commenced, is also going on 
prosperously. There were forty Romanists 
assembled on the evening previous to my 
arrival ; and that is saying much for such a 
bigoted and benighted place as Gralway, where, 
if anywhere, John of Tuam might hitherto 
say, " I am monarch of all I survey, my right 
there is none to dispute.^' The inquiring class 
in Dublin was not so well attended at the 
beginning. 

From Galway I set out for Oughterard, 
fourteen Irish miles distant, and on the way 
took in the Missionary School of Ross, four 
miles from Oughterard. The average attend- 
ance there is about forty. There is also a 
service in the school-house on Sundays. The 
Mission-school is under the fostering care of 
the Martin family, of Ross-House. 
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Here I may stop to mention an anecdote, 
related to me by 'some of the Scripture-read- 
ers, as the scene of it lay close to Ross-School. 
Two Scripture-readers entered the house of a 
poor Roman Catholic woman, who lived in a 
hamlet called Ross-Cahill, and, seeing an 
image of the Virgin Mary in her house, they 
at once spoke to her on the absurdity of image- 
worship, and showed her, from the word of 
God, how wrong it was to give to a creature 
the service which alone belongs to the Creator. 
The woman did not attempt to defend her 
error, but said, " Sure I am a poor ignorant 
creature, and am not able to answer the like 
of yees — ^there is John M'Grath, the national 
school-master, and he is the boy to answer 
you."" " Well,^' said they, " we are not afraid 
to meet John M^Grath ; will you come with 
us to the chapel ? " for the school was held in 
the chapel. The woman at first consented to 
go, and had accompanied the readers a little 
way, when she became afraid and went back. 
They however went direct towards the chapel, 
and, on entering, found John M^Grath engaged 
in teaching. ^^ Is it any harm to look at the 
school ?" said th&y ; "No,"" said he, very civilly, 
"you are quite welcome."' "And what do 

you teach here ? " said the reader ; *' spelling, 

C 1 
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arithmetic, &c./^ was the reply. " And don't 
you teach the word of God ? " they asked ; 
" No/* was the answer ; and then they got into 
a discussion on the right of private judgment, 
which ended in the school-master being com-^ 
pletely silenced. But that evening he went 
to the priest of the parish, hoping to get 
from him some arguments with which to 
meet the readers the next time they came. 
The priest told him to send for him the next 
time they visited him, and he would meet 
them. Accordingly the reader came again^ 
and the school-master sent to inform the 
priest. His reverence set out to go to the 
chapel ; but, on second thoughts, which proba- 
bly in this case were best, he turned off ano- 
ther way. The result was that the school- 
master, after a second discussion with the 
reader, went and resigned his post as national 
school-master, and at the same time renounced 
the errors of the Church of Rome. 

Afterwards he became an Irish teacher on 
a salary so small, that^ finding it insufficient 
to support his family, he was obliged to give 
up the office, and to seek a living in some 
other way at Ross, near to where he lived 
before ; and then immediately there was cir- 
culated, in the Roman Catholic papers, a 
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malicious report to the effect that John 
M'Grath had made an offer to return to 
mother church, on the condition of being 
reinstated in the office of national school- 
master ; in answer to which the poor man 
wrote a manly and straightforward denial in 
the columns of the Warder newspaper. This 
certainly did not look like a case of bribery 
on the part of the *' Irish Church Mission 
Society/^ 

Passing ' on from Ross school^ I reached 
Oughterard, a neat village possessing two 
small Inns, one (Murphy's) affording very 
comfortable accommodation. The village is 
beautifully situated on the shores of that 
noble expanse of water, Lough Corrib — a lake 
extending about forty miles in length, and in 
some places from eleven to twelve in breadth, 
and studded over with some fine islands. 
Here a palpable proof of the success of the 
mission at once caught the eye, as one ap- 
proached the village ; the parish church being 
in course of enlargement. Formerly there 
was room for only 1 50, and that was much too 
large for the congregation. Now it is being en- 
larged to accommodate 700. So much for the 
external evidence of progress ; but, during a 
day spent at that spot, I had many opportu- 
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nities of also witnessing something of the 
internal working of the mission. 

And I may mention that my visit occurred 
at a peculiarly critical period in the history 
of the mission. Only two or three weeks 
previous, a large body of priests iad held, 
what they called a Jubilee, in that and in 
other parts of the country, for the express 
purpose of crushing the Reformation. Untold 
blessings were promised to those who received 
the benefit of the Jubilee, but all were denied 
to those who either sent their children to the 
*' Jumper's schools,^' or received the Scripture- 
readers into their houses. They were told that 
nothing could save them, unless they then re- 
ceived the Jubilee blessing. At the same time, 
a little book, called " Hell opened,'" and pub- 
lished by a Mr. Grace of Dublin, was extensively 
circulated, with a view to working upon the 
religious fears of the people. It contained, as 
far as I could judge from a hasty glance, about 
half-a-dozen pictures, giving the most frightful 
illustrations of torture and agony that fancy 
could paint, and concluded by saying, in effect 
at least, " such will be the fate of those who 
leave the true church.'' I am persuaded that 
none but persons familiar with the thumb- 
screws of the Inquisition could ever have 
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given such vivid representations of agony and 
torture. 

But what, I may be asked, was the result of 
m this parade and mighty machinery ? If we 
take the priests^ account of the matter, it 
wrought nothing short of a miracle ; for though 
they had hitherto stated the number of con- 
verts to have been under 200, it was now as- 
serted in the Romanist papers that 700 converts 
had returned to the Church in that neighbour- 
hood. Who will henceforward deny the miracle- 
working power of Rome, when she can thus 
swell 200 into 700? But perhaps, if not 
strictly mental arithmetic, according to the 
rules of Cocker, it is arithmetic with a mental 
reservation, such as was practised in the case 
of the 300 Rugbean converts. The reader 
will however be prepared to learn that the 
boasted 700 meant only the number, which, 
according to the Romish doctrine of Intention, 
they had intended to bring back. 

To come, however, to facts : after the closest 
inquiry, I could discover only one family about 
Oughterard which had been induced, through 
the influence of a relative — one of the priests 
attending the Jubilee festival, to withdraw 
from attending church ; but the man had been 
only an inquirer, and had never been consi- 
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dered a decided convert, and was, at the timcf 
that I was in the neighbourhood, said to be 
very sorry for the step which he had just 
taken. This man's chUd never ceased crying, 
when she was dragged from the Jumpers' 
school, to the chapel, and stoutly refused to 
cross herself, as she was directed by the priest. 
A few other children were also withdrawn 
from the school, but were beginning to return 
when I was there. 

The only visible result of the great Jubilee 
stir was that, for a little time after, the Roman 
Catholics were shy of speaking to the Scripture 
reader or converts ; and some of the more 
bigotted ones, crossed themselves and went to 
the other side of the road, when they met a 
heretic, following the printed directions of the 
Rev. M. A. Kavanagh, P. P. of Oughterard. 
I obtained a copy of the circular, and sub- 
join an extract or two, as samples of the 
production. Here is the advice which he gives 
to his flock, as to how they are to treat those 
engaged in proselytizing. 

*' Brethren, how are you to deal with these 
seducers ? The sheep of the fold hear the 
voice of their Pastor, and you will listen to 
my voice, and observe my words in reference 
to these men. 
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" 1st — As you meet them on the highways, 
you will avoid all conversation with them — 
and even to mark your horroi* of their pur- 
poses, you will pass to the other side of the 
road. 

" 2ndly — As you see them enter your vil- 
lages you will call your children to you out of 
their way, and close your doors against their 
entrance. 

" Srdly — Should they effect an entrance 
into your houses, you will use your legal right 
to put them out — ordering them out in the 
first instance, and if they refuse, then using 
the necessary force to get them out. 

" 4thly — Not to take up any book or pamph- 
let found on the roads or bye-ways through the 
parish, and to put out of hands immediately 
any book of heresy, that you may accidentally 
come by, as soon as you notice its character. 

" 5thly — You will regard these unhappy 
men in every respect as * ravening wolves in 
the clothing of sheep,' and you will use all the 
measures, that your concern for your own sal- 
vation will suggest, to save and protect your- 
selves." 

Here is also a specimen of the way in which 
they try to prejudice the minds of the people. 

" And whence comes the money, which 
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enableif these agents of perversion to practise 
this cruel temptation on your sufferings ? It 
comes, dearly beloved brethren, from hands, 
that in other times would be reached out, not 
to seduce you from your religion, but to de- 
stroy that religion and every vestige of it in 
the land. They, who, not later than last year, 
burned the Pope, an anointed prince of the 
Church, in effigy ; yes, dearest brethren, and, 
(Oh ! what a horror,) they, who not content 
with such an indignity to the vicegerent of 
Jesus Christ upon earth, perpetrated the same 
atrocious outrage upon his ever-blessed Mo- 
ther, reigning with Him in Heaven— they it 
is— it is these beings in human form, but 
Satan-like in rancour, who send over their 
money to compass the damnation of your im- 
mortal souls/' 

But while all this effort was being made to 
oppose the work, one of the most interesting 
cases of conversion that had occurred for a 
long time took place in Oughterard. 

A Roman Catholic soldier, belonging to a 
company which was then stationed in the vil- 
lage, took it into his head to learn to read in 
Irish, and employed, for that purpose, a very 
intelligent boy named James Walsh from the 
Mission schools. The lad soon produced the 
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Irish Scriptures, and used to read and explain 
them to the soldier and his wife. Gradually 
the light burst upon them, and both the sol- 
dier and his wife renounced Popery in the 
midst of the Jubilee celebration, and may now 
be seen walking to church, with Bible and 
Prayer-book in hand, twice every Sunday. As 
they lived in lodgings outside the barracks, I 
called at the house and had much interesting 
conversation with them. He told me that 
many of the Roman Catholic soldiers in his 
company are also inquiring. It was from him 
that I obtained the copy of Priest Kavanagh's 
Address. 

The staff of missionary agents here — and 
indeed at all the stations of the Irish Church 
Mission Society — struck me as being a re- 
markable fine, intelligent, single-minded class 
of men, and are chiefly converts. One of them, 
James Kelly, gave me the following interesting 
account of his own conversion. A man named 
Pat Connor, well known in connexion with 
the Mission, as having been instrumental in 
bringing many to a knowledge of the truth, 
formerly kept an Irish school at Glan, two 
miles and a half from Oughterard. Numbers 
of grown people used to go to him simply to 
learn to read Irish. But, as Pat loved tha 
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Scriptures himself, he lost no opportunity of 
trying to lead others to value them too. For 
this purpose, he used every now and then, to 
introduce a story from the Bible, which he 
told first of all in his own words. Then, when 
he saw that they were greatly interested, he 
asked them whether he might read it to them 
from the book, to which they all answered 
" Yes/' In this way he disarmed their preju- 
dice against the Bible. Thus upon one occa- 
sion, when Kelly was present, he told them 
the story of Solomon deciding between the 
two women, as to which was the owner of the 
living child ; then he read the story from the 
book. Kelly was so much interested that be 
got an Irish Bible for himself, to search out 
the stories ; and, as he said himself, " When 
once I got a taste of the Scriptures, all the 
priests in Oughterard could not keep me from 
them.'' Thus did Pat Connor, in humble imi- 
tation of the great Apostle Paul, " being crafty, 
catch them with guile," From all I could 
learn, there is many a record in heaven of the 
result of that man's labours. His school was 
indeed a nursery for heaven. 
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CHAPTER II. 

During my stay at Oughterard, I also visited 
Glan, the former scene of Pat Connor's labours, 
and was greatly pleased with the progress of 
the work there. A nice new school-house has 
been completed, through the liberality of one 
person, Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis. It com- 
mands an exceedingly fine view of the best 
part of Lough Corrib. The average attend- 
ance here is about sixty. Having visited 
many of the converts at this spot, I was par- 
ticularly struck with their intelligent counte- 
nances ; one could almost read in their very 
looks — " See how the truth can make a man 
free." 

Mark McDonough, once a sort of little petty 
chieftain among the " Grlanners,'' though now 
much reduced in circumstances, was a remark- 
ably fine specimen of one whom the truth had 
made free. His reasons for renouncing the 
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faith of his forefathers were clear and sober. 
His manner was that of one under deep con- 
viction. 

The simple history of another convert, John 
Connor, with whom I had some conversation, 
and who had only come out from Romanism 
a month previous, was full of interest. He 
had once been one of the most desperate cha- 
racters in the neighbourhood, but was induced 
frotn curiosity to go to hear the Rev. Mr. 
O'Callaghan preach in the Glan school-house. 
The sermon was in Irish, and the preacher 
dwelt much on the love of Jesus. John Con- 
nor was so much affected, that he went the 
next day to Reynolds, one of the Scripture 
readers, who related the story to me, and said 
he wished to have some conversation with him. 
They sat down together on a wild heather- 
bank by the mountain-side, and there, as the 
big tears streamed down his care-worn cheeks, 
he asked the reader to find for him the part of 
scripture on which Mr. O'Callaghan had been 
preaching the night before. The reader did 
so, and ^' began at the same scripture, and 
preached unto him Jesus ; " and the result 
was, that that man has since been a regular 
attendant at all the means of grace, and sends 
all his children to the mission schools, not- 
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withstanding the most violent opposition of 
his relatives and neighbours; for he is the 
only convert in the hamlet in which he lives. 
I could multiply instances to show how mar- 
vellously the word of God is breaking down 
all opposition about here ; but one other in- 
stance, connected with this locality, must 
suffice. I give it, because it is such a curious 
instance of the indirect a^gency by which God 
sometimes brings about his purposes. A 
famous fortune-teller used to go about the 
country, pretending to tell fortunes from a 
little book, which she always carried with her, 
atid the people had such a superstitious awe 
of this book, that no one would touch it. At 
length, however, a little boy, Valentine Mac- 
donough, who knew how to read Irish, got a 
peep at the book, and, discovering it to be an 
Irish PrimeTy ran away with it. An Irish 
Primer, I should remark, contains many por- 
tions of Holy Scripture. The boy read it, 
and was so pleased that he sought for an Irish 
Bible, which he has ever since continued to 
read. He is now, considering his years, a zealous 
and courageous little champion for the truth. 
Not long since, he and another boy were sent 
by the Rev. Mr. Moineh, the missionary at 
Moirus, with a challenge to the priest, inviting 
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him to discuss some points of controversy. 
Such challenges are now very common in 
every part of Ireland. The boys went most 
courageously, and, on arriving, found two 
priests at the house. When they had delivered 
the letter, containing the challenge, the priests 
closed the hall-door, and commanded them to 
go down upon their knees, to beg their pardon 
for what they had done. They refused, saying 
that they did not know what harm they had 
done, and then the priests beat them and let 
them go. 

Mr. Brownrigg, the missionary from Galway, 
having arrived at Oughterard on Saturday the 
24th of June, he and I proceeded, according 
to previous arrangement, to Castlekirke on the 
following Sunday morning. It is a sweet 
pretty spot, distant about ten English miles 
from Oughterard. The missionary establish- 
ment, consisting of a school-room licenced far 
public worship, and a parsonage-house, lies in 
a snug retreat at the head of a small creek 
(off Lough Corrib), which is surrounded by 
wooded hills, and is almost a Eillarney in 
miniature. On our way to this lovely spot, 
we passed many of the people of Glan who Were 
bending their steps towards Oughterard church ; 
and as they walked, with Bible and Prayer-book 
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in hand, their manly and independent appear- 
ance, and their friendly salutations, contrasted 
strikingly with the dark and downcast looks 
of the poor Romanists whom we passed. 

Arrived at the lake-side opposite Castle- 
kirke, the mission-boat was waiting to take us 
across the little creek, and though the morning 
had been very wet, we found a congregation 
of about 150 converts asseml^led before us at 
the other side. A more attentive audience I 
never saw ; they seemed riveted as I preached 
to them about Jesus the sinner's refuge and 
the sinner's friend. Many of them had walked 
distances of from six to seven miles to attend 
the means of grace. 

While I was proceeding with the service, Mr. 
Brownrigg was obliged to go and visit a dying 
convert, about three miles distant, as it was 
not possible to visit her after service. Though 
this woman had but little knowledge, her 
dependance on the Saviour was simple and 
strong, and when asked whether she thought 
she would have to go to purgatory when she 
died, she answered, " Oh no, there is no pur- 
gatory, but the blood of Jesus, — sure it cleanses 
from all sin." 

Here I cannot but remark, that from all I 
heard at this spot, the mission at Castlekirke 
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seems to suffer sadly from the want of a 
resident missionary. Though the number of 
converts about here is said to be 500, and by 
far the greater number, that is, about 350, 
live at the opposite side of the water from 
Oughterard, they have been left dependant, 
since Mr. O'Callaghan^s removal, upon casual 
visits f5pom Oughterard. That the mission 
has suffered in consequence, I had some oppor- 
tunities of learning, and should this little 
book catch the eye of any member of the 
committee of the Irish Church Mission So- 
ciety, I can sincerely assure him that it is in 
the most friendly spirit that I make this re- 
mark, and only with a view to something 
being done to strengthen so interesting a mis- 
sionary station. 

Immediately after service, for we could not 
wait for the Sunday school, — as having an 
engagement to be in Cong in time for evening 
service, — we sailed across the lake about twelve 
miles in the missionary boat. It was a beautiful 
sail, and, as the crew were all converts, we 
were much interested with the accounts which 
they gave us of their own conversions, though 
there was nothing very striking to record. 
We learned from them the following interest- 
ing dialogue, which took place in the presence 
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of many witnesses, between a priest and one 
of the Scripture readers at Castlekirke, named 
Mark O'Hallaran : " What authority have 
jou," said the priest, " for teaching the peo- 
ple ? " *^ Suppose, sir,'^ said Mark, " that 
you were in a very bad boat, and that I be- 
lievfed her to be sinking, ought I not to tell 
you so, lest you might be drowned ? — well, I 
believe the Church of Rome to be a very bad 
and sinking boat, and that is the reason why 
I am teaching people to come out of her." The 
priest then took out a newspaper from his 
pocket, and said, " Look here at the numbers 
who are joining the true Church in England.'" 
" Though I am but a poor man,'" said Mark, 
" I would not care if all England joined your 
church, unless they had the Bible with them." 
" Ah," replied the priest, " the Bible would 
not be true if such as you did not leave the 
true church, for what does St. Paul say, 
(1 Tim. iv. 1.) 'In the last times some shall 
depart from the faith,^ giving heed to seducing 
spirits r " " But," said Mark, " you left out 
the best part of that chapter, for you did not 
tell the people the marks by which the per- 
sons, who should depart from the faith, were 
to be known ;" and then he was proceeding to 
read the remainder of the chapter, when the 
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priest walked off with himself. Mark observ- 
ing that the people were saying to each other, 
" Why did the priest go away ? " addressed 
them, and said, " Sure, he is not the first that 
fled from the word of God ; did not the Devil 
leave Christ when he quoted scripture ? '' 

After a voyage of two hours, diversified by 
lovely scenery and by interesting intelligence 
of the missionary work in the neighbourhood, 
we arrived at Cong, just in time to see a 
little of the admirably-conducted Sunday 
school, under the superintendance of the Rev. 
E. Moore, the Rector. There were ninety in 
attendance, when we visited the school, and 
only three of them had been Protestants ori- 
ginally. The school seemed in every respect 
well arranged and well managed, and I can 
testify that the answering was excellent. But 
though the readers have access, according to 
their own statement, to nearly half the Roman 
Catholic population, and though many are 
well acquainted with the Scriptures and the 
errors of Romanism, there are not many 
adults coming out from Popery in this part of 
the parish. I use the expression — in this part 
of the parish, — ^because Castlekirk, though 
fourteen miles distant, is also in the parish of 
Cong, and the Reformation movement there 
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owed its origiuy instrumentally, to the labours 
of the Rev. E. Moore, and of the agents of 
the Irish Society. Persecution has been car- 
ried to tremendous lengths against the con- 
verts here. They are not only turned out of 
employment by Romanist landlords and em- 
ployers, but even by nominal Protestants, who 
think to gain popularity by discountenancing 
proselytism. So that really the wonder is, 
not that few, but that any have the courage 
to come out in this neighbourhood. Hence it 
is no uncommon thing to find poor Romanists, 
who would have been afraid to let a reader 
into their houses, when they were in health, 
sending for them on a death-bed, and declaring 
that all their hope was in Christ, and that 
they had no confidence in saints or angels or 
the Virgin Mary. This is the case in many 
other parts of Ireland. 

. The school at Cong has been wonderfully 
blessed. From time to time Mr. Moore meets 
with the most cheering evidences of the power 
of truth in the hearts of young children, and 
that under circumstances of great persecution. 
One instance I take the liberty of borrowing 
from a little pamphlet called the " Irish Rem- 
nant,'' given to me by Mr. Moore himself. 
" Every method which Popish ingenuity 
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can devise to counteract the advancement of 
Scriptural knowledge, has been resorted to in 
this place. First, the Popish Bishop's cursing 
and threatening ; secondly, the Sabbath curs- 
ing of the priest, together with fierce per- 
secution by bigots, and yesterday the priest was 
particularly annoyed because a new-invented 
plan failed. The plan was, a Popish woman, 
whose children attended the school, and who 
seem to value the instruction they receive there, 
was induced to try every means to bring the 
girls to mass at least this one Sunday, and she 
was promised a good sum of money to remove 
them to England. The mother coaxed, threat- 
ened, and used the stick alternately during 
the week, and on Sunday morning, to make 
them appear at chapel to please the priest, 
who knew right well that this would do more 
for his cause than all his cursing during the 
last three months. But God's ways are not 
man's ways ; the girls escaped their vigilance 
and went to Church, not to hear cursing, but 
to hear of Christ as * the way, the truth, and 
the life : ' — the only entrance to heaven's 
mansions. The mother provided herself with 
a good stick, watched the girls as they came 
from Church, and pounced upon them. She 
made sure of one, and were it not for the 
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interference of Mr. M and the police, it 

is probable she might have destroyed the girl 
in her rage. The rest made off to the Sabbath- 
school. I shall just mention part of a con- 
versation which took place between this girl 
and the priest's school-mistress. The latter 
asked her why she did not obey her parents^ 
according to the Fourth Commandment ? The 
girl said, * it's not the Fourth Commandment 
but the Fifth, and we are only to obey them 
in the Lord, Ephes. vi. 1, and if our parents 
tell us to give the honour due to the Creator 
to a creature, we must not obey them.' * Well,' 
said the woman, ' it's a shame for little girls 
to be talking Scripture in that way, which is 
only fit for the clergy.' The girl answered, 
* the Scriptures alone are able to make us wise 
unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.' 
The woman cried out, * She is spoiled.' The 
next Sunday, to shew their obedience to their 
mother, they remained at home from morning 
service, but attended school and evening ser- 
vice, which is held in the school-room ; and 
the following Sabbath, as we knew from good 
authority that violence was to be used, and 
they were to be dragged to Chapel, some of us 
went earlier than usual to Church ; however, 
the mother was beforehand, and had forced 
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one to Chapel, but the rest escaped. The 
priest was in waiting in the sacristy (or ves- 
try,) he asked her why she was crying, and 
she said, 'Because I am dragged here, and 
hindered going to Church/ He said, ' Do you 
like to go to Church ? ' She said, * I do, and 
must be let to go there/ After a good many 
more questions, which she answered mildly, 
but firmly, and generally in Scripture lan- 
guage, she was finally forced into the Chapel. 
When they stood up, she sat down ; when 
they knelt she stood up, and when she got 
loose, she made her way to the Church, 
from whence she was taken by the Rector on 
his car, to save her from an infuriated mob 
who were outside the Church-gates waiting 
for her, declaring that she would sooner be 
torn in pieces, than deny the Lord that bought 
her/ An application, at the suggestion of the 
priest, was made the following court-day to 
the magistrates by the mother, that her chil- 
dren should be given up to her. Mr. M 

felt very unwilling to trust their mother in 
her then state of mind, but was advised by 
the magistrates to send the children home ; 
and the woman was strictly charged to take 
heed as to her behaviour toward them. So, 
* after due consideration,^ writes Mrs. , 
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* after speaking to the two dear girls, they 
weeping much, we prayed with them, and 
then committed them to a kind Providence, 
and sent them home to their mother under the 
reader's care, and one of the police promised 
to keep a watchful eye over them. The chil- 
dren saw their mother coming to meet them, 
but appearing quiet in her manner. She had 
sold her bed and all her things previous to her 
removal to England, so the poor things had to 
sit up all night. She asked them, would they 
go with her to England, but they persevered 
in saying, they would not. She said she would 
not ask them to attend mass, but they still 
refused. She then said, they should have 
her curse as they were bound in the devil's 
chains. They reasoned with her out of the 
Scriptures, but she was not moved. They then 
told her not for one moment to suppose they 
would go with her to mass, either here or in 
any other place, and that if she brought them 
there, they would enter into controversy with 
the priest, and go forth in the strength of 
the Lord. She said, * You may go where 
your heart is — ^to hell ; ' (meaning the church.) 
The next Sunday morning they came to church 
without any outside covering, their mother 
having taken their shawls, saying, ' You have 
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your old clothes, and my curse with them/ 

While with Mr. M , their mother went up 

one day to search for them ; they were at the 
school, and finding no one at home but one 
young person of the family, she abused her 
violently, and went so far as even to beat and 
stamp on her, accusing her of stealing her chil- 
dren from her. But still it was evident that 
with all her violence she felt the girls were in 
the right, as her conduct on the last evening of 

her remaining in C clearly proved. Just 

as our Sabbath-school closed, the mother of 
our two persecuted girls came up there to see 
tis, and asked us to pardon her for all she had 
said or done, and said she was urged to it by 
the priest, who was nothing but an enemy of 
her's and of God's. She said she was very 
unhappy, and prayed Gtod to bless us for 
snatching her poor girls from her, for she 
would have murdered them had she been able 
to get at them. I could not refrain from 
shedding tears. ^ I am come now," said she, 
* to hear the lecture, and pray that God may 
forgive me, and bless you. I dare not venture 
to the town ; I must start to-night.' So after 
lecture she bade us all, in the presence of the 
congregation, God speed, kissed her children, 
and bid them pray for lier, and so set off for 
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England/" Since her departure some Christian 
friends have interested themselves for those 
young girls, and placed them under good in- 
struction, where their conduct proves that they 
have received the truth in the love of it, and 
are influenced by its precepts/' 

The bigotry of Popery about here may be 
inferred from the fact that it is only a few 
miles from the spot where some monks dis- 
played their zeal by burning — what they were 
pleased to designate as " the Devil's Book " — 
the Bible ; an account of which appeared in 
all the newspapers not long ago. 

Setting out from Cong, on the road to Maam, 
I had an opportunity of seeing some portion 
of the works in progress for connecting Lough 
Conib with Lough Mask, by a canal four 
miles in length. The works are on a great 
scale, as they have to cut through solid rock 
the whole way. When that canal, and ano- 
ther short one, of a mile in length, connect- 
ing Lough Corrib with the sea at Galway, 
is complete, steamers will be able to run up- 
wards of fifty miles through the heart of the 
country ; which will doubtless make an ex- 
traordinary change in that part of the world. 

The drive from Cong to Maam, along by the 
shores of Lough Corrib, and thence to Leenane, 
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at the head of the Bay of the Killerles, is one 
of the most magnificent things I have ever 
seen. The whole way, from Cong to the 
Kylemore Hotel, where I put up that night, a 
distance of about thirty-five English miles, is 
extremely beautiful. We had no sooner lost 
the lake, than our road lay between majesti- 
cally grand mountains, grey as the head of a 
patriarch, rock-ribbed, and ancient as the sun; 
and then again the Bay of the Eilleries, in all 
its grandeur, burst upon the view. 

The traveller, who is not limited to time, 
should by all means stop at the " Maam Hotel,'^ 
in preference to the " Kylemore/' The one is 
as comfortable and moderate as the other is 
comfortless and dear. And besides, it affords 
a better opportunity for enjoying the exquisite 
scenery of that locality. Boats and cars may 
be had at very moderate charges from the 
Maam Hotel. 

On my journey this day I passed three 
of the Mission schools, one at Ardane, four 
miles from Cong, at which the average attend- 
ance is about forty; another at Eilmilkin, 
three miles from Maam, where the number ex- 
ceeds seventy ; and a third at Leenane, where 
the attendance is but smalL 

The school at Ardane, as well as those at 
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Gurtacurra and Cong, is, I believe, mainly 
supported by the Irish Reformation Society, 
a useful auxiliary to the other great missionary 
institutions. This Society seems to be very 
efficiently managed by its excellent secretary, 
Mrs. Inglis of Castle Douglas, Scotland ; and, 
in proportion to its funds, which are but small, 
it affords most timely assistance to many of the 
clergy, who have often, under the pressure of 
great difficulties, to sustain the conflict with 
Romanism. 

Having alluded incidentally to the opera- 
tions of this Society, I must beg to be per- 
mitted to make a short digression, for the pur- 
pose of endeavouring to explain what are the 
distinct spheres, in which the different reli- 
gious Societies of Ireland carry on their opera- 
tions. There are so many appeals to English 
sympathy, on behalf of different Societies, from 
Ireland, that the subject is really a perplexing 
one ; but it will at least be satisfactory to 
know that, whatever opinions there may be as 
to the desirableness of seeing some of the 
Societies amalgamate, all are usefully and 
successfully promoting the one great work, 
the spiritual regeneration of Ireland. The 
Irish Society has, as I remarked at the 
commencement, been leavening the masses of 
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the people with the Irish Scriptures, and for 
that purpose employs an immense staff of 
teacherTand inspectors to instruct them in 
Irish. The Irish Church Mission Society, the 
one whose origin I have already described, 
applies itself almost wholly to the English 
speaking portion of the population, — ^West 
Galway being the only exception ; and it 
brings a more direct missionary agency to 
bear upon the Roman Catholics, than the 
Irish Society. The Island Society, as its name 
denotes, confines its operations wholly to the 
numerous islands on the coast, which are, in 
many cases, very populous, though much 
thinned by the famine. The Church Educa- 
tion Society simply assists the parochial clergy 
of Ireland in affording scriptural edv/cation in 
their parishes, and has arisen solely out of 
the injustice with which British Governments 
have for years treated the Church in Ireland, 
in refusing them any share of the large grant, 
amounting, I believe, to «£*I 25,000 a year, paid 
out of the Consolidated Fund for educational 
purposes, and for this sole reason that her clergy 
will not consent to exclude the Scriptures 
from the schools. A promise has, however, 
been given by Lord Derby, that this glaring 
injustice shall be inquired into ; but mean- 
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time the cause has to struggle on, and needs 
assistance. The other Society, already noticed, 
viz. the Irish Reformation Society, must be 
looked upon more as a valuable availiary to the 
greater institutions, than as having any dis- 
tinct missionary operations of its own. There 
are other Societies, whose titles sufficiently 
explain their objects, and therefore I omit any 
allusion to them. 

From this digression I shall ask my readers 
to accompany me to Salruck, a most interest- 
ing Missionary Station, at the head of the 
little Eilleries, distant about six miles from 
Leenane, and the same from the Eylemore 
Hotel. It is one of the loveliest spots in all 
Connemara. It may be approached either by 
water or by land from Leenane, and the scene 
either way would afford a rich treat to the 
admirer of nature. On climbing the hill, 
which divides the two })ays of the Eilleries, 
the scenery which meets the eye can scarcely 
be described. There you have, on one side, 
the great bay lying at the base of awfully 
grand and rugged mountains, and, on the other 
side, a quiet little bay in a sort of amphithe- 
atre of hills. At its head is a pretty little 
church, the mission school, and a parsonage- 
house ; and opposite them is the residence of 
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General Thompson, who takes a deep interest 
in the mission-work, a^d has buUt the church 
at his own expense. The whole is quite a 
beau-ideal of a snug missionary settlement. 
In the schools I found 80 children, and the 
answering in these, as in all the schools I 
visited in West Galway, was quite surprising. 
I could easily give satisfactory specimens of 
their answers, but I fear they might be 
tedious to the reader. Suffice it to say, that 
the answers in all the schools was excellent, 
and evidently not made wp. 

The number of adult converts at Salruck 
is about 100, and some of them are in very 
comfortable circumstances. I particularly 
asked the question here, whether there were 
any instances of persons coming out from the 
Church of Rome, who were in a position 
to be above suspicion ad to the sincerity 
of their motives, and in answer, I was told 
that there were several; — that there are at 
present two men, whose names, for obvious 
. reasons I omit, who had formerly been the 
strongest opponents of the mission, but who 
have now intimated to the Rev. Mr. Kennedy, 
the missionary of Salruck, that they mean to 
renounce Popery after the harvest^ when they 
hope to be in more independent circumstances. 
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and that they are only delaying now, lest it 
should be said that, l^ecause they are poor, 
they were bribed to come over. 

Returning to the Kylemore hotel from Sal- 
rusk, I got upon the Westport car, and set out 
for Clifden, the centre of the great Reforma- 
tion movement in Connemara. It would be 
impossible for me to convey to the reader an 
idea of the scenery, through which we now 
passed. The Kylemore pass is grand and wild 
in the extreme ; there is not even a trace ot 
a beast on the stupendous rocks around, and 
the road winds along by numerous bays ; — 
Connemara meaning, " the bay of the bays.'' 
In striking contrast to the wildness of the 
scenery, and the poverty of the people, ap- 
pears a snug and thriving farm belonging to a 
Quaker family of the name of Ellis, which 
settled down there some five years ago. It 
forcibly shows what a change might be made 
in the face of the country, if there were many 
men of capital to improve the land. 

Another pleasing object that met the eye, 
on the road to Clifden, was a remarkably nice 
new church just completed, at Moyardbridge, 
in the parish of Ballinakill ; it is quite " a 
city set upon an hill,'^ being one of the most 
conspicuous objects in the whole country, and 
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one gratifying circumstance connected with it 
is, that it has been built mainly by the Pro- 
testant gentry of the neighbourhood. There 
is also a new school-house attached to this 
church, which will soon be opened. 



IN IBELAND. 51 



CHAPTER III. 

Having reached Clifden on Tuesday, June the 
29th, I had the privilege of attending the 
weekly inquiry-class for Roman Catholics, 
usually conducted by the Rev. Mr. Darcy and 
his curate, but on that evening by the Rev. 
G. Cuthbert. The number present was about 
130. Here, as at Oughterard, one saw pal- 
pable evidence of how greatly the work has 
prospered ; for the contractor was then ac- 
tually engaged in pulling down the old church, 
preparatory to commencing a very large new 
one. 

The neighbourhood of Clifden has now be- 
come quite famous for its scriptural schools. 
They lie so thick, and are so numerously at- 
tended, that a very large proportion of the 
people must send their children to the mission- 
schools. Though the town of Clifden is not 
more than about one-seventh or one-eighth 
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the size of Oswestry, there are no less than 
267, on an average, attending the three 
schools, viz. the boys', girls^ and infants' ; and 
then Fakeragh, which is but a mile from the 
town, has 82 on its roll; and Streamstown, 
about two miles distant, in an opposite direc- 
tion, numbers over 120. In all the scnools, 
the answering in Scripture was first-rate. I 
am almost tempted to give one specimen of 
the answers which I got at a school a little 
distance from Clifden. Finding the children 
reading the second chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, I asked " What appearance did the 
Holy Spirit present when he descended upon 
the Apostles ?" Answer — " Cloven tongues 
like as of fire.'" Question — " What was that 
intended to indicate ?" Answer—" That the 
Apostles were to be gifted with the power of 
speaking in various languages.'" Question — 
" Did the Holy Spirit ever appear in any other 
form ?" Answer — " Yes, when Christ came 
up from Jordan, the Spirit descended on hira 
like a dove" Question — " Why, do you sup- 
pose, did he then assume a different appear- 
ance ?" Answer — " To show that Christ was 
to be endued with a meek and gentle spirit 
like a dove.'' 
Making Clifden my head-quarters, I walked 
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out every day to some of the out-lying schools 
and stations, and had in this way many oppor- 
tunities of talking with the country-people and 
the Scripture-readers by the road-side, and of 
discovering, not only what has been already 
done, but how far the truth of God's word is 
leavening the masses of the people ; and I can 
confidently affirm that Komanism is shaken 
to its very foundation in and about Clifden. 
All the Defence Associations in the world 
cannot heal the breach which has been made 
here. McHale may growl at St. Jarlath's, but 
his spell is broken here. Two out of every three 
persons whom I met cdsually on the roads, 
were either converts or persons who received 
the scripture-readers into their homes, or who 
sent their children to the converts' schools. 

On "Wednesday, June 30, 1 walked to Bally- 
conree, four miles from Clifden, the place at 
which the Rev. Mr. Ryder, once a Roman Ca- 
tholic priest, labours as missionary. The schools 
here are scarcely inferior in number, and by 
no means in answering, to those of Clifden. 
There are on the rolls from 250 to 260. 

The school-house is a fine spacious struc- 
ture, and is used for service on Sundays, and 
then a congregation of about 450 converts 
assembles to hear the word of God, and to 
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worship Him in a tongue understood by the 
people. Close to the school is the Parsonage- 
house and Orphan Ijistitution, — the latter a 
most interesting establishment, whether con- 
sidered in reference to its origin, or its present 
management. Probably some of my readers 
are not aware that it owed its origin to the 
following circumstance, which occurred, I be- 
lieve, in the year 1846. The Revs. A. Dallas, 
John Gregg, and H. Darcy, were driving on 
an outside car, somewhere in the direction of 
Ballyconree, when they saw a child just about 
being devoured on the road-side by a starving 
pig. It had already thrown the child down, 
when they jumped off the car and came to 
the rescue. The circumstance produced such 
a feeling of horror, not only on those who 
witnessed the scene, but on many to whom 
it was afterwards mentioned, that it led to the 
establishment of the Orphan Asylum at Bally- 
conree. I saw the little boy who had been 
thus providentially rescued from a horrible 
death. He is now about six years old, and 
looks healthy and strong. The Orphan Asylum 
affords shelter to about seventy children, boys 
and girls ; and not far from Ballyconree is 
another school on Turbot Island, which has 
about ninety children on its roll. 
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On my return from this important mission- 
ary station, — which would well repay a longer 
time than I was able to spend there, — I fell in 
with one of the Scripture-readers, who walked 
with me into Clifden, and I gathered from 
him much interesting information with respect 
to his district. 

As a proof of the extent to which the work 
is progressing in that locality, he told me that 
he visits eleven hamlets, consisting of from 
130 to 140 families, and that there are scarcely 
a dozen of those that are not under scripture 
instruction. He went over the names of the 
hamlets and families, while I reckoned up the 
number. 

He gave me an interesting account too of 
the conversion of his own wife, who seems at 
one time to have been one of the most bigoted 
Romanists that one can well imagine. When 
first the husband became a convert, she used to 
hide his clothes, to prevent him going to 
church, and she also made away with his 
Bible. This continued for the space of two 
years ; but then her bigotry greatly moderated. 
At length she yielded so far as to go and hear 
Mr. Dallas preach, and, when she came back 
she said to her husband, " Well, Michael, if I 
had known what I do now, I never would 
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which attacked the Mission-school. The mob 
was preceded by a monk on horseback, a 
piper, and headed by this Connealy, and con- 
sisted of about five hundred men: but now 
Oonnealy is one of the most hopeful converts. 
I had an opportunity of speaking to him that 
very evening, on my return to Clifden ; and I 
never saw a turbulent soul so much subdued 
as his. 

Next day I set out early for Ballinakill, six 
miles from Clifden, (See Appendix, No. 2,) 
and, having breakfasted with an old acquaint- 
ance, the Rev. J. Lynch, rector of the parish, 
I visited Cleggan school, two miles off. The 
number present was 73. Thence I proceeded 
to Sellerna, two miles further. Here there is 
a fine school-house and an admirably managed 
school, and every thing seems to be prospering, 
under the active superintendence of the Rev. 
Mr. Conerny. 

From him I learned two most important 
facts bearing upon the imputation of " bri- 
bery,^' which the priests have endeavoured to 
fasten upon the whole Reformation movement. 
One was the case of a man named Pat Tierney, 
a blacksmith, who had at one time been so 
much opposed to the readers, that he once 
threatened them with a red-hot bar of iron. 
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have been so bitter against you. Ill promise 
you now that, whenever I don't go to chapel, 
I will go with you to church." For twelve 
months longer she continued wavering, some- 
times going to chapel and sometimes accom- 
panying her husband to church ; and at length, 
after three years' opposition, renounced Ro- 
manism altogether. " "Was not that, sir," 
said the reader to me, " a hard case to con- 
vert ? But with God nothing is impossible." 
He told me also that he had reason to know 
that several of the Roman Catholic shop- 
keepers of Clifden are at this moment tho- 
roughly convinced of the errors of Popery, but 
that they want the courage to come out. 

Having asked him to mention to me some 
of the most striking cases of conversion that 
came under his own knowledge in that neigh- 
bourhood, he instanced the case of a man 
named King, at Ballyconree, who used to pur- 
sue the reader with a pitch-fork, but after- 
wards had his eyes opened by the reading of a 
Douay Bible, which he got specially for the 
purpose of confuting the converts. His was 
the last case of conversion in the neighbour- 
hood. He also mentioned the case of a man, 
named Connealy, at Streamstown, who, twelve 
months previous, was the leader of the mob 
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which attacked the Mission-school. The mob 
was preceded by a monk on horseback, a 
piper, and headed by this Connealy, and con- 
sisted of about five hundred men: but now 
Oonnealy is one of the most hopeful converts. 
I had an opportunity of speaking to him that 
very evening, on my return to cfifden ; and I 
never saw a turbulent soul so much subdued 
as his. 

Next day I set out early for Ballinakill, six 
miles from Clifden, (See Appendix, No. 2,) 
and, having breakfasted with an old acquaint- 
ance, the Rev. J. Lynch, rector of the parish, 
I visited Cleggan school, two miles off. The 
number present was 73. Thence I proceeded 
to Sellerna, two miles further. Here there is 
a fine school-house and an admirably managed 
school, and every thing seems to be prospering, 
under the active superintendence of the Rev. 
Mr. Conerny. 

From him I learned two most important 
facts bearing upon the imputation of " bri- 
bery,"' which the priests have endeavoured to 
fasten upon the whole Reformation movement. 
One was the case of a man named Pat Tierney, 
a blacksmith, who had at one time been so 
much opposed to the readers, that he once 
threatened them with a red-hot bar of iron. 
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Afterwards, however, his opposition moder- 
ated, and then he became an inquirer. Bat, 
while he was yet wavering, a circumstance 
occurred which sorely tested his sincerity. 
Dr. Magee, a priest living in London, had 
purchased the property about Sellema, and 
had sent an agent there with positive direc- 
tions in every way to oppose and root out the 
rising heresy. Now, though Tiemey knew 
that he would be sure to lose house and busi- 
ness by so doing, he still persevered in his 
inquiries, and has not only renounced Roman- 
ism himself, but has gathered quite a little 
colony of converts about him. The reader can 
judge for himself whether this looked like a 
case of bribery. 

The other fact was still more striking. Some 
of the converts at Sellema are so poor, that 
when I was there, they were actually rooting 
up potatoes, long before they were ripe, in 
order to support their families. Now one of 
Dr. Magee's people heard of this, (for the 
Romanists get intelligence of the condition of 
the converts even before their own pastor 
knows it,) and, as he was then commencing to 
work a mine in that neighbourhood, he thought 
that now would be the time to tempt these 
poor men ; and, accordingly, caused it to be 
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intimated to them that he would give imme- 
diate employment to thirty of the converts at 
lOd. a day, (high wages in those parts,) if they 
would return to the Catholic Church ; but Mr. 
Conemy assured me that not one had accepted 
the offer. This certainly looks something very 
like a case of attempted and abortive bribery 
brought home to those who are so loud in 
charging the sin upon others. But casuists 
tell us that there is no man who is found to 
denounce sin more fiercely than the man who 
is most familiar with it. 

Leaving Sellerna, in company with Mr. 
Conemy, I reached Claddadugh school, a mile 
and a half distant, in the Clifden direction. 
The school is held in a small thatched cottage, 
within a stone's throw of the Roman Catholic 
chapel, in which there is also a school, and 
close to the priest's house. The Mission-school 
has upon its roll about 140 children, while in 
the chapel-school, close by, there are not 
twenty. I examined the children, and have the 
same favourable report to give as to the intel- 
ligence and knowledge of Scripture which the 
children possess, that I have given of the 
schools already described. 

And the reader will, I am sure, be much 
interested in the following narrative, connected 
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with the Claddadugh school, a «Aor^^ account 
of which appeared in the June number of the 
" Banner of Truth/" under the head of " Con- 
verted Boys re-converted ! " On the 6th of 
last May, Archbishop McHale visited this 
neighbourhood, with a retinue of twenty-seven 
priests, thinking, by a great show of pomp and 
ceremony, to produce a profound impression 
upon the minds of these simple people, and to 
awe the waverers into submission. When they 
approached the chapel, the priests went on be- 
fore to robe themselves ; and then, coming out, 
placed themselves on either side of the door, 
and knelt down, while the Archbishop passed 
between the two rows, and gave them his 
blessing. Then, as soon as the procession had 
entered the chapel, the confirmation-service 
commenced, but it was soon over, as the 
number coming forward to be confirmed 

was exceedingly small. Priest K , one 

of the most violent of the priests in that 
part, was then despatched by the Archbishop 
to the Mission-school, to require the attendance 
of the children. Standing at the door of the 
school in full canonicals, he asked them, " if 
they were Roman Catholics, would they be 
there to-day, and the Archbishop in the 
chapel close by ? " They said, " No." " Will 
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you come and be confirmed/" said he, " if the 
Archbishop comes down for you ? '' " No," 
said they all. " Tell me, children/' said he, 
" why is it that you don't come to the chapel ? " 
" Because you won't give us the word of God,'' 
was the reply. Then, in a great state of agi- 
tation, he took up a bible that was near him, 
and said, " I am ready to take a solemn oath 
that this is not the word of God," and, having 
said this, he walked away. 

But another attempt was made to swell the 
confirmation-list by influencing the parents to 
use their authority with the children. The 
father of one of the children actually came 
to take his son away from the school, and then 
an extraordinary scene followed. The boy 
said he did not wish to go, but the father 
dragged him until the coat was torn on his 
back, and also a leaf was torn out of a bible 
which he held in his hand. " Keep that for 
me," said the boy to one of his school-fellows, 
" for I will be back again among you/' 
Dragged by three men, he was forced up to 
the altar before the great John of Tuam, and 
was asked, " will you be confirmed ? " " No," 
he replied, before all the priests. " Oh," said 
McHale, " you are not a jumper in heart, 
though in appearance." "I am" s.-aid W.-, 
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' and in heart, too/' " How many sacraments 
are there ? '' inquired his catechiser. " Two," 
said the boy. " A shame for so big a boy as 
you not to know how many sacraments there 
are/' " That is all I find in the New Testa- 
ment/' said John Coursy. " How many are 
there in the Church of Rome ? " " Seven, 
they say, but they are not sacraments/' 
" What will induce you, my boy, to return to 
the true Church ? " said the bishop. " I am 
not one of those who go back into perdition, 
but who believe to the saving of the soul," 
replied the boy. And yet, notwithstanding 
these answers, which, the reader will see, could 
not have been very palatable to McHale and 
his posse of priests, they compelled the boy to be 
confirmed, and trumpeted forth the case as one 
of the grand results of the Jubilee Mission. 

The above particulars were related to me 
by three or four distinct witnesses, and present 
a curious specimen of the kind of freedom of 
conscience which Rome would allow if she had 
the power. Could Mr. Henry Wilberforce, of 
Rugby notoriety, have only brought such agency 
as this to bear in that celebrated controversy, 
he might soon have settled the point by sim- 
ply manufacturing, per fas aut nefas, as many 
converts as the occasion required ; but, thank 
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God, England is not as Ireland has been, and 
Ireland, we hope, will be, notwithstanding the 
efforts of Dr. CuUen's Catholic Defence Asso- 
ciation, what England is, a free^ because a 
Proteskintf land. May we learn to value the 
religious liberty with which we are so abun- 
dantly blessed. 

The priests seem to meet with some very 
sturdy customers at this school. It is not long 
since they threatened to make horns grow out 
of the foreheada of cmy who attended it, but 
some of the boys went and stood by the road- 
side, with Bibles in their hands, while the 
priests were passing, to show them that they 
minded not the threat ; and I need not add, 
the visitor will find their foreheads as smooth 
as ev&r. It reminded me strangely of an anec- 
dote somewhere told, of a priest threatening 
to turn a man into a fox, if he did not obe- 
diently follow his direction, when the man 
shrewdly replied, " Why then if you do, your 
Reverence, sorrow the bit of a goose, or duck, 
or chicken, will I leave about your house/' 
But a few years ago it was confidently be- 
lieved that the priests possessed such miracle- 
working power that they could transform a 
man into anything, but now the faith in such 
" lying wonders " is all but gone. 
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Returning to Clifden from Claddadugh, the 
scenery was very varied and beautiful. The 
whole coast is most curiously indented by 
bays divided from each other by narrow 
tongues of land. I reckoned about thirty of 
these little bays on the coast of Connemara, 
and there may be many more. There is cer- 
tainly no lack of water in the far west, for 
inland the lakes are even more numerous than 
the bays on the coast. For instance, on the 
road from Clifden to Galway, fifty miles in 
length, no less than eighty-eight lakes, small 
and large may be seen. I was glad to observe 
both in going and returning this day by differ- 
ent routes, evident symptoms of improvement 
in the appearance of the country, many per- 
sons having taken farms, who know how, and 
have the capital, to farm well. I was informed 
that this class of gentlemen farmershsis latterly 
greatly increased about here, and the improve- 
ment was in many cases evident. 

On reaching Clifden I perceived, by placards 
on the walls, that there was to be a contro- 
versial sermon in the evening, on " the Marks 
of the True Church,'' by the Rev. Gr. Cuthbert, 
which I at once resolved to attend. The 
congregation amounted to about 150. One 
statement^ made by the preacher, greatly sur- 
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prised me, as shewing the grievous state of 
ignorance in which the people are kept. He 
said that he had been speaking to a poor 
Romanist about the sin of worshipping the 
Virgin Mary, and she replied, " Sure, sir, 
was'nt it she that died for us V Mariolatry, 
or the worship of the Virgin, it should be ob- 
served, is in this quarter the great distinctive 
doctrine of Romanism. They care not much 
how you assail other doctrines, such as Tran- 
substantiation or Purgatory, provided you say 
nothing about the Virgin ; and when the Read- 
ers ask to be permitted to read something 
out of the Bible, the Romanists often inquire, 
" Is there any thing about the Virgin Mary in 
the book ?" which they adroitly meet by 
opening the place where Mary says, '' My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in Grod my Saviour ; '* and then they 
take occasion to show that Mary must have 
felt herself to have been a sinner, otherwise 
she could not have rejoiced in a Saviour, 

Another statement of Mr. Cuthbert's was 
as gratifying as the first was astounding, viz. 
that when speaking to some Romanists a day 
or two before, one observed, " Well, after all, 
I wish that Catholics only lived as good lives 
as the Jumpers do,'' a remarkable testimony 
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to the character of the work about here. In- 
/ deed, from all I could learn, the exemplary 
conduct of the converts at all the mission- 
stations in West Galway, has removed the 
prejudices of many. They see that they no 
longer drink and fight, but are sober and 
peaceable, upright and moral in their deport- 
ment, and their example serves as living logic 
more powerful than a syllogism to convince 
the adversary. The following extract from 
" The Banner of Truth,^' for last April, con- 
firms this remark : — 

" The Irish are very much addicted to drink 
ardent spirits, especially on fair and market- 
days ; and the Irish language is rich in epi- 
thets for cursing and swearing, and the most 
holy name of Jesus is each moment used very 
often to confirm a falsehood. But our converts 
have completely renounced these habits ; so 
much so, that whenever a man is seen return- 
ing home from market or fair steady and 
sober, or is heard conversing without swearing 
or mentioning the name of God, it is regarded 
as a 'prima facie evidence that he is a jumper, 
or Bible-reader. 

" I was reasoning a short time ago with two 
Komanists, who were maintaining the merits 
of their church with no great success, but with 
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very bad temper. A Romanist, named Peter 
Leyden, was present, at whose house the priests 
held their last station of confession at Bally- 
conree ; this man was silent for a long time, 
but at last he said, ' Well, after all, you may 
say what you will, there is one thing you or I 
cannot deny — that the Bible is surely a most 
wonderful, extraordinary book. Look at some 
of those men you call jumpers ; didn't you see 
them always coming home drunk every fair 
and market-day ? were they not as great cur- 
sers and swearers as yourselves are ? — and that 
is enough ; didn't you see those children before 
they went to that school ? I could not leave 
my turf or turnips without a person to watch 
them, or they would steal them ; yet these 
men come home now as sober as judges ; you 
never hear them curse, or fight with any body ; 
and since those children went to the school 
here, I never knew one instance of their steal- 
ing my turf or turnips, except the single case 
of young Flaherty, who took three sods of my 
turf ; and when I told Mr. Ryder, he made 
him go back and leave three sods in their 
place, and ask my pardon ; and now I would 
not be afraid to leave all I have at their 
mercy, and I feel sure they would pot touch 

one tittle belonging to me ; while I am sorry 

F 2 
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to say, I would not trust those who go to 
mass, but they would plunder me right and 
left. Can ye deny that ? ' The others hung 
down their heads, and never said a word. 
' And what is the cause V said one of them. 
' Is the Bible the cause V ^ I don't know,' said 
Leyden, ' do you tell me what else V 

" * Don't our priests tell us,' said the other, 
' not to steal, not to curse, not to be drunk V 
' Yes,' said I, ' but there is this difference : 
when you are told by the priest not to steal, 
you are told it by a man in whom you have no 
confidence ; perhaps, having had, a few minutes 
before, a hard struggle with him to keep his 
hands out of your pocket ; but when the Protes- 
tant is told it, he is told so by the word of that 
Grod, before whom he bows down with rever- 
ence and awe ; this is the cause of the differ- 
ence.' * And have we not the Bible,' said he, 
' as well as ye ? ' ^ Yes,' said a boy, an Irish 
Teacher, who came near us, ' a had one, and 
though bad it is, ye are not allowed to use it. 
Martin O'Meara, the miser died of hunger, and 
ten sovereigns were found in his box after his 
death ; what good is it to have it, when ye 
wont use it ?' 

" The Romanists were in a few minutes out 
of sight ; they feared the Irish teacher more 
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than they would acknowledge ; all this was 
in the Irish language/^ 

The last day which I was able to spend in 
this most interesting neighbourhood, was oc- 
cupied in visiting the schools of Streamstown, 
(or Barraghtrough) Ballinaboy, and Derry- 
gimla, the farthest being but five miles from 
Clifden. But, as the answering and general 
appearance of these schools was much the 
same as those already described, I will not 
trouble the reader with particulars, especially 
as he will find a table of statistics given in 
the Appendix. There are, I have no doubt, 
peculiar circumstances, connected with each 
particular school, that would be very interest- 
ing if known, but those I had not an oppor- 
tunity of learning. 

I may, however, observe, that the only open 
violence I witnessed during my whole tour, 
was in the course of this day's walk to Derry- 
gimla. The Rev. Mr. Kilbride, the excellent 
missionary of the Errismore district, was on 
the point of leaving for Achill, and, as he 
passed the chapel of Derrygimla, close by the 
mission-school, a number of children belong- 
ing to the school, which is held in the chapel, 
being set on by some grown persons, com- 
menced to hoot and follow him with volleys 
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of stones. Poor children, how sad to think 
that such is the education they receive ! Oh I 
should it not awaken our sympathy, and lead 
us to help those who are offering to them the 
blessings of an education, which would elevate 
them socially and morally ? 

Here too it may be well to notice an im- 
portant feature connected with the principal 
mission schools, such as Sellema, Clifden, 
Ballyconree, and Derrygimla, viz. the estab- 
lishment of small industrial farmSy on which 
some of the children are daily employed in 
agricultural pursuits. To me it was a most 
interesting feature of the work, not only be- 
cause it affords healthy exercise to the chil- 
dren, but because it gives them an oppor- 
tunity of learning habits of industry, and 
acquiring some knowledge of agriculture. 
And any thing that could counteract that 
baneful influence of Romanism, which para- 
lyzes all the energies of mind and body, and 
stifles every feeling of independence and self- 
reliance, cannot but tend so to elevate Ireland 
that she shall no longer be England's reproach 
and the statesman's difficulty. 

The great barrier, I am convinced, to the 
social improvement of Ireland, is Romanism ; 
lying, as it does, as an incubus upon the ener- 
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gies of the people. And hence, as some writer 
has observed, " While every other institution 
is advancing with sails set and banners stream- 
ing, on the high, yet still tide of improvement, 
the Church of Srome alone remains fixed and 
bound to the bottom of the stream, by a chain 
which can neither be lengthened nor re- 
moved/' 

Therefore, the true friend of Ireland is not 
the man who merely contents himself with 
enlarging upon her faults, which are many, 
but who comes forward in this eventful crisis 
of her history, and helps those who are labour- 
ing to remove the incubus which oppresses 
and degrades her people. 

An opening here and there, not only in 
West Galway, but in other places, has been 
made, and the providence of God seems to 
beckon us forward to enter the breach, to 
" come to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty/' Oh ! that men and means may not 
be wanting, but that the Great Head of the 
Church may put it into the hearts of many to 
promote his own cause. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

After the many facts which have been given, 
illustrating, not only the extent, but the 
reality of the great movement now happily 
taking place in Ireland, it may seem almost 
superfluous to add any thing. But as distinct 
charges have been made, affecting the .whole 
character of the work; and with a view to 
prejudice the mind of the public ; and those 
charges have been made, not merely by private 
individuals, but by Dr. Paul CuUen's Ca- 
tholic Defence Association, it may be well to 
inquire how far they have been substantiated. 
The charges brought against the missionary 
agents are the following : 

" Meetings are held and money is collected 
in England, from Protestants of every class, 
and often at much sacrifice on the |)art of the 
givers, who imagine that they are extending 
by lawful and honourable means the religion 



IN IRELAND. 73 

which they have been taught, and think to be 
true. We are sure that many of the contribu- 
tors to these funds little know how they are 
expended. The local agents, in many instances 
Catholics, who have been raised from poverty 
to abundance by the salaries which they re- 
ceive as Protestant ministers, have to earn 
those salaries by reporting lists of converts at- 
tending Protestant congregations, and scholars 
attending Protestant schools ; and not content 
with grossly exaggerating those whom they 
have, they have been utterly unscrupulous as 
to the means employed to obtain more. Bri- 
bery has been used with much effect among 
the starving poor ; and, wherever the agents 
of the landlords are on their side, intimidation 
has been freely combined with bribery, espe- 
cially towards parents who refuse to send their 
children to schools in which they are taught 
with infant voices to blaspheme the most sa- 
cred objects of our faith/' 

Here were two distinct charges, one of bri- 
bery, and the other of intimidation, brought 
against the Mission agents on the 29th of last 
January ; and surely it might have been ex- 
pected that,* when published by a society 
which has Dr. Paul CuUen for its president, 
and Mr. Henry Wilberforce for its secretary, 
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there would have been at least some plausible 
grounds for making such chaises. Now what 
has been, up to this time, the real state of 
matters ? Let the reader judge for himseli 
The Rev. Mr. Nangle has written on behalf of 
the Achill Mission, the Rev. Mr. Hanlon oa 
behalf of the Irish Society, and the Rev. A. 
Dallas on behalf of the Irish Church Mission, 
challenging the Committee of the Catholic 
Defence Association to substantiate either of 
their charges against any of those Societies ; 
and not an effort has been made to do so ! 

The correspondence of Mr. Dallas with Mr. 
Wilberforce, the Secretary of the Association 
already named, deserves particular notice. It 
is published as a separate pamphlet, and is well 
worthy of perusal. After stating in the most 
solemn manner that the Committee of the 
Irish Church Mission Society had, to the very 
letter, acted up to one of the fundamental 
rules of the Society, viz. that none of its funds 
should, under any pretence whatever, be em- 
ployed for the purpose of temporal reliefs Mr. 
Dallas makes the following proposal to Mr. 
Wilberforce : " You bring a charge in general 
terms — I meet that charge by a distinct and 
unqualified denial: you are then bound to 
take steps to justify that which my assertion 
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characterizes as calumny. I offer you the 
opportunity of doing this. Both you and I 
are Englishmen : the chaise affects the char- 
acter of an English Society and a Committee 
of EngUshmen sitting in London. The parties 
statedly sought to be influenced by your charge 
are the Protestant population of England. We 
will then change the venue to English ground. 
I am -willing that two eminent English lawyers 
shall be nominated, one by you and another 
by me ; that these two persons should them- 
selves select a third of eminence and public 
character ; that before these three men, as a 
court of appeal, you shall bring forward any 
individual instance, and all the evidence you 
may be able to collect. If in the judgment of 
this court, so constituted, there can be pro- 
duced one single instance in which any thing 
is proved, which can be characterized as bri- 
bery, or as intimidation, on the part of the 
Irish Church Mission, I will bind myself to 
acknowledge that I am wrong — to make such 
apology as the same judges may appoint — and 
to pay all the expenses of the process."' 

Now nothing seems fairer than this proposi- 
tion ; but how did Mr. Wilberforce meet it ? 
I quote his own words : " While there is no- 
thing which I should more highly value than 
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the opportunity of exposing these proceedings 
before the people of England in the most public 
manner possible, I am (as you well know) 
quite unable to meet the expense of bringing 
witnesses to England, even upon your promise 
to repay me at the end of a long process, if 
given against you. Neither is it necessary, 
however desirable, that I should do so ; be- 
cause I intend to take less expensive means of 
making the facts of the case as widely known 
as possible. I will, however, gladly agree that 
two persons, nominated as you propose, with 
the power of naming a third if necessary, 
should themselves visit Ireland, and there 
ascertain, by their own observation and by 
examining witnesses, the whole facts of the 
case, and report them, upon the express un- 
derstanding that you, or your employers, shall 
pay, as you propose, the whole expense of the 
inquiries, if any case of bribery or intimida- 
tion is discovered.'' 

The reader will at once perceive how Mr. 
Wilberforce here contradicts himself. He is 
unable to pay for witnesses to establish a 
single case in England, and yet he can afford 
to pay the expenses of three eminent English 
lawyers while travelling all over Ireland, and 
waiting at various places to examine witnesses. 
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The secret is, England is a land of justice and 
fair-play, and popery fears the verdict of such 
a tribunal. 

Another case in which the charge of bribery, 
recklessly made with a view to prejudice the 
public, has fallen to the ground, is in reference 
to the important Mission at Doon, in Tip- 
perary, under the Irish Society. 

Everything was done by the priests to cir- 
culate malicious reports as to the important 
work going on ; but the local clergy met them 
by offering every facility for having the charges 
fully investigated. Liverpool was agreed upon 
as the place where the charges were to be in- 
vestigated. The day was fixed, but when the 
time came, the accusers were no where to be 
found. The Romanists afterwards alleged, 
which was not true, that they had not sufficient 
notice of the meeting. Another day was 
fixed, but the priests declined, alleging that 
they had engagements which might occupy 
them on that day, hut not naming another. 

The reader who has an opportunity of seeing 
the Quarterly Review, will find in the last 
June number, an able exposure of the reckless- 
ness with which charges of bribery and intimi- 
dation were made, and of how in every case the 
priests have shrunk from having their charges 
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investigated. But what, it will be asked, can 
be their motive in publishing such falsehoods ? 
I remember being told the following anecdote, 
which may serve to illustrate the object for 
which such reckless charges are made. The 
editor of a provincial paper, in the west of 
Ireland, notorious for its unprincipled state- 
ments, was himself of a mild disposition, but 
his wife, who was the real editor, was violent 
in the extreme, and stopped at no statement, 
however false. The husband came into the 
printing-room upon one occasion, and, seeing 
a most outrageously false statement preparing 
for the next day's publication, remarked that 
it was altogether too bad. " Oh, never mind," 
said the wife, " some one will believe it" 

But perhaps the most important of all the 
documents which have appeared to exculpate 
the missionaries from the charges laid against 
them, was the report and statement recently 
made by " the Society for Protecting the Rights 
of Conscience," established by, and under the 
presidency of. Dr. Whateley, Archbishop of 
Dublin. And this testimony will appear the 
more striking, when it is remarked that the 
Archbishop is a man exceedingly liberal in his 
views, and one who thoroughly sifts whatever 
he inquires into, and that he wrote so strongly 
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in the year 1847 to advise his clergy against 
using, or appearing to use, bribery as an 
inducement to proselytism, that the Romish 
party have actually quoted his words to prove 
that bribery ha^L been used. Now any testi- 
mony, in favour of the Missions, coming from 
one who thus expressed himself in the year 
1847, ought at least to carry some weight. 

This then is the statement which he has 
authorized "the Society for Protecting the 
Rights of Conscience '^ to publish. "The 
Archbishop would not undertake to prove 
that no instance of bribery had occurred, but 
he had made a most rigid inquiry, and none 
had come to his knowledge ; that, as a general 
rule, the very reverse was the fact ; that he 
was prepared to prove that a great number 
of the converts had not only attained no tem- 
poral advantage, but had been exposed to the 
most merciless persecution. He could also 
prove that several priests had given out that 
such and such bribes were offered as the price 
of conformity ; and had been so far believed, 
that people had come to the Protestant minis- 
ter offering to conform for ' a consideration,' 
though there was no foundation for any such 
notion, except the priest's assertion ; and that 
he could produce instances of a bonus having 
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been offered to the converts to induce them to 
return to the Romish communion. 

One gentleman^ who had written to him, 
(the Archbishop,) attributing all the conver- 
sions to direct or indirect bribery, was asked 
to specify any case that had come to his know- 
ledge. He adduced one, and only one such 
case of supposed bribery, which was alleged 
to have occurred above sixteen years before the 
famine began" 

And, in addition to this important state- 
ment, which they were authorized by Dr. 
Whateley to publish, the Committee have 
issued a Report of their own, in which the 
following statements, showing the deep suf- 
fering and persecutions with which con- 
verts from Romanism are often tried. " The 
Committee are now in a position to prove that 
persecution for conscience' sake, is not con- 
fined to a few localities or a few individuals, 
but that in a variety of districts, remote from 
each other, a bitter spirit of persecution is at 
work, often exhibited in ill treatment, though 
generally by exclusive dealing, and a total ex- 
clusion from all the ordinary means of earning 
subsistence ; and that such conduct has been 
in many cases openly recommended by persons 
from whom lessons of peace and good will 
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towards all men might be justly expected. 
The Committee have received from various 
districts most painful statements of the perish- 
ing state of men, women, and their children, 
who, in obedience to the dictates of conscience 
in matters which they considered essential to 
their salvation, have felt impelled to separate 
themselves from the communion of a church 
which they consider corrupt/' 

They moreover stated that they had reason 
to know that the number of persons who are 
convinced of the errors of Romanism, and are 
Protestants at heart, but who are prevented 
by fear of persecution from making an open 
profession, far exceeds the actual number of 
conversions, even in places where that number 
is greatest. 

But of all the strange charges brought 
against the missionary agents, that of intimi- 
dation is the strangest. Can it be that Rome 
imagines that no other denomination can 
succeed without wielding the same weapon, 
which she has wielded with such effect in 
Ireland, — as, for instance, at the elections just 
brought to a close ? Ill-matched indeed would 
be the contest if Protestants were to meet 
Romanists with their own weapons ; but no, — 

a 
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" Mark well the progress of that purer light. 
No force attends it and no legions fight. 
A guide from heaven, imparted to the breast. 
Showed Christian men their highest interest 
And led the martyr, with his latest breath. 
To mock at torture and to smile at death." 

Strange, however, as the charge of intimi- 
dation may seem, it has been actually made 
against the Missionary agents. In the parish of 
Doon in Tipperary, six distinct charges of ag- 
gression and intimidation were brought against 
the police, because they afforded protection to 
converts ; but in all, the police were honour- 
ably and most fully acquitted. And, will the 
reader believe it ? — a charge of this kind has 
actually been brought against the Missionary 
agents in the town of Tuam ! ! ! The strong- 
hold of Popery, the archiepiscopal residence of 
John of Tuam — the very spot where not many 
months since a most deliberate and diabolical 
attempt was made to burn a whole row of 
' Jumpers' ' houses ; a town in which the agents 
of the Irish Church Mission Society have been 
constantly hooted and pursued by priest-ridden 
mobs, and where poor converts are exposed to 
every insult. In such a place to charge the 
sufferers with using intimidation; certainly 
seemed, as the " Quarterly " justly observes, 
" like a jest with a sad brow,'' — yet the accusa- 
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tion was made, and the missionaries volunteered 
every facility towards having the charge in- 
vestigated in a court of justice. The day of 
trial arrived ; but in the morning the charges 
were all withdrawn, and it may afford some 
clue to the secret to add, that when they were 
made, Lord Clarendon was Viceroy, and that 
when they were withdrawn Lord Eglinton had 
succeeded him. 

But enough, I am sure, has been said, to 
satisfy any candid reader, who values the 
blessings of the Great Reformation which have 
been handed down to us, and whose mind is 
not warped by the seductive influence of Ro- 
manizing teachers, or blinded by the lying 
falsehood of Romish agents ; — enough, I re- 
peat, has been said, to satisfy him as to the 
extent and reality of the new Reformation, 
and to convince him that it is the Lord's 
work. 

And if this little book should, through the 
blessing of God, be made the means of awak- 
ening an interest in the minds of some, who 
could promote the cause by their contribu- 
tions and prayers, and thus enable the hon- 
oured instruments in this work to avail them- 
selves of the fresh openings every day occurring, 
it will have answered all the purposes for 
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which it has been given to the public ; and 
warm, as I can testify, will be the feelings of 
gratitude with which regenerated Ireland will 
regard their English benefactors. Popish agi- 
tators have perverted the kindlier feelings of 
the people ; but these are the principles taught 
in the Mission Schools — 

** Let Erin's harp be strung once more. 
Tune all her chords again. 
And the mountain breeze, as it sweeps them o'er. 
Shall awaken their sweetest strain. 
Of welcome to the Saxons here. 
Whom once we learned to hate and fear. 
But now a free and happy band ; 
We love and bless their noble land, 
And will meet on Canaan's shore. 
Oh yes — to part no more. 
What ? never part again ? 
No ; never part again, 
For there we will with Jesus reign. 
And never, never— part again." 
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The following table of Statistics (with numbers cor- 
responding to tbe nnmbers on the map) will aaeist the 
reader in arriving at an estimate of the importance of 
the Miesionary work in Weet Galway. 

Those marked with an asterisk, I have only had 
from second-hand sources, not having been able to 
visit them myself. 
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II. 



The great union of Ballinakill, wbich at one time 
consisted of ten parighea, has now been divided into 
four rectories by the Bishop of Tuam ; one, that of 
Clifdeo, has been given to the Rev. H. D'Arcy ; 
another, that of Killanin, to the Rev. J. Macreedy ; 
a third, that of Arran, to the Rev., F. Synge ; and Uje 
fourth, of Ballinakill, to the Rev. J. Lynch. 

From the latter gentleman I received the following 
interesting information as to the present poBition (tf 
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matters in his parish. The district (which includes 
Boffin island) is about twenty-five miles long, and 
twenty-eight broad. The population is from 5000 to 
6000. At present there are schools in the following 
places, one at Cleggan, having a master and mistress ; 
two at Salruck ; one at Tully, and one, having master 
and mistress, on Boffin island. Another will soon 
be open at Moyard Bridge. 

Within the same district there are Protestani 
congregations assembling every Sunday, at Moyard 
church 70, Cleggan school 130, TuUy church 30. 
Salruck church 100. lu this district there are but 
three Roman Catholic chapels, and the attendance in 
all does not exceed 300 at present. 

Mr. Lynch also informed me that if he could only 
induce some kind friends, who are interested in the 
work, to supply the funds, he could easily establish 
schools in other places. The people of Dover have 
adopted the schools at Galway, and they are called 
the Dover schools. Could not the Christian people 
of other places be induced to follow the example ? 
Would that I could hear of a school adopted by my 
own parishioners, and called the Oswestry school. 

So great is the poverty of the people in West 
Galway, that it is found to be utterly impossible to 
bring the children together to school without giving 
them one small meal in the morning. The plan is 
adopted by Romanists as well as by Protestants, as 
will appear by the following extract from a published 
Report of the ** Metropolitan Central Committee of 
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United Christian Doctrine and Religious Confrater- 
nities of Dublin." 

'* Under the auspices of our beloved and venerated 
Lord Primate and clergy of this diocese, and aided 
by the generous contributions of several zealous 
friends to religion, we have opened five large schools 
for the religious instruction and temporary relief of 
the children of the really destitute poor in those 
parishes where proselytism most abounds, which 
are attended weekly by upwards of 2,600 of both 
sexes, who, for the want of sufficient clothing, are 
ashamed to appear in our churches at catechetical 
instruction, and to whom, after we have performed 
our catechetical duties in our different parishes, we 
give religious instruction and temporary relief." 

This is most important as shewing that the meal 
given in the missionary school is not the motive which 
induces the children to attend them in preference to 
the Priests' schools, since both seem compelled to 
adopt the same plan. 

At the Ballinaboy school I learned that each child 
only receives about half a pound of Indian meal, 
which is put into a large pot and made into stirabout. 
For that school the amount of meal required per week 
is about 400 wt., at a cost of £1. 16s. On an ave- 
rage the meal given in the day to each child only 
costs seven tenths of a halfpenny, and none of this 
comes out of the funds of the Irish Church Mission 
Society, the funds being wholly suppHed from private 
sources. 
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III. 

The reader will be much interested with the fol- 
lowing clear statement of the reasons which led the 
Committee of the Irish Church Mission to commence 
missionary operations in Galway. 

(1 .) The Irish Branch of the United Church has been per^ 
mitted by some past generations of its ministers, to stand in 
a false position, and it seemed for a season to have lost the 
evidence of its Missionary character, as towards the Roman 
Catholics. 

(2.) By limiting its care to the then existing Protestant 
population, it allowed the Roman Catholic body to be stereo- 
typed in the country, and for lack of care many Protestant 
families lapsed into Romanism. 

(3.) By a process, not unnatural, this state of things led 
to the limitation of the frame-work of the Church, until it 
has, in many ways, been rendered inadequate to the require- 
ments of even the nominally Protestant population. Of course 
therefore it is unequal, as a whole, to any important aggres- 
sion of a Missionary character. 

(4.) But, as a body, the present generation of Clergymen 
in Ireland, form, in this respect, a striking contrast with those 
above alluded to. A Missionary spirit is infused amongst 
them, and an earnest desire to co-operate in carrying the 
Gospel to the Roman Catholics. £fforts of a limited and 
preparatory character have been made in various places, and 
by various societies, but none have ever ventured to assume 
the position of open and direct gospel Missions to the Roman 
Catholics. 

(5.) It has been reserved for your Society to stand forward 
with this declared object ; its three characteristics being, — 
I. The open communication of the gospel to the Roman Ca- 
tholics. II. Its unlimited application to every Romanist in 
Ireland. III. Its gathering of a flock to be restored to the 
fold of the united Church. 
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(6.) The formation of the Society resulted from the en- 
larged and rapid success of certain Missions, privately under- 
taken as an experiment. 

(7.) The experiment was first made to test the information 
which appeared to justify the hope, that a new state of things 
had been brought about generally in all Ireland, in the minds 
of the Romanists, who in different parts were more or less 
prepared to receive the Gospel. 

(8.) The western half of the large county of Galway was 
purposely selected as the locality for the experiment, for the 
following reasons : — 

I. The power of the Romish Priests was exercised there 
with the greatest tyranny, and unresistingly submitted to. 

II. The population was proved, by the census of 1841, to 
be in the darkest state of ignorance, with the least amount 
of education. 

III. The frame- work of the Church of Ireland had been re- 
duced to the lowest amount of external machinery— there 
being but two parish churches and four incumbencies in 
the whole district. The number of professing Protes- 
tants bearing an inappreciable proportion to the whole 
population. 

IV. No effort of an enlarged or general nature had ever 
been made for the spiritual benefit of the people. The 
Irish Society had no work in any part of the district. 
And a slight effort which had been made some years 
before by the agents of that Society had entirely failed, 
so that (as experience afterwards proved) there was no 
knowledge of either the Irish or English Scripture, ex- 
cept in a small portion of the Eastern part of the country, 
where the Presbyterians had made some effort at teaching 
the Irish Scriptures, which however had languished and 
been neglected. 

(9.) For these reasons, "West Galway was chosen as the 
spot where the difficulties would make success a more evident 
testimony than in any other part; the obstructions from 
other agencies would be less hindering ; and the effect in re- 
storing the efficiency of the Irish Church more important and 
striking. 
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(10.) It was in the middle of the year 1846, that the first 
experimental steps were taken in a private manner. Those 
who ventured upon the attempt, felt that it might reasonably 
be expected that persevering efforts might, if continued for a 
period of ten years, produce perceptible results in the general 
character of the district. 

(11.) The actual amount of success at the end of 1848, 
that is, in two years and a half, justified the formation of the 
Society for Irish Church Missions, to supply the means which 
were no longer within the reach of private resources. And 
now at the end of two years and a half of the Society's ex- 
istence, a result is attained very far beyond that which would 
have satisfied the expectation of the original instruments in 
ten years. 

(12.) The Missionary work, by the preaching of the Gospel 
to the Roman Catholics, has gathered between 20 and 30 
congregations of converts. By planting schools in various 
parts, a very large proportion of the children have been brought 
under Scriptural teaching. The character of the whole people 
is so far changed, that the strongest efforts with the highest 
authority and influence of the Priesthood, can now produce 
no violence of resistance as at first, while the readiness of the 
people everywhere to receive instruction is unconcealed and 
evident. 

" While the missiooary work has, with God's 
blessing, produced this effect upon the Roman Ca- 
thohc population, it has the present testimony of that 
ultimate result, which the Society contemplated in 
the distance. Having been carried on with the sanc- 
tion, and under the influence of the Bishop of the 
diocese, it has rendered the immediate enlargement 
of the church framework absolutely necessary. Un- 
manageable tracts of country are subdivided into 
manageable parishes. New churches are building 
for crowds of new worshippers. Episcopal functions 



92 APPENDIX. 

are called for in the confirmatian of converts. The 
new necessities of Christian feehng are to be met by 
the consecration of graveyards. And a country 
extending about fifty miles from Galway to Omey in 
length, and thirty miles from Salruck to Inverin in 
breadth ; which, five years ago, was essentially 
Popish, and ecclesiastically desert, has become cha- 
racteristically convert and Protestant; dotted with 
churches and school-rooms ; with a flock gathered 
and folded by pastors of the United Church. 

*' While all the glory of this great and rapid work 
is ascribed to Him, whose hand is so evident in its 
performance, it seems to be given to the Committee 
as a specimen and model of that which the same 
Almighty worker is willing to perform elsewhere, 
through the same instrumentality ; and each member 
of the Committee is earnestly entreated solemnly to 
consider the responsibility which is involved in his 
position, requiring him diligently to seek for the 
means by which, through the application of the same 
principle and instrumehtaHty, the spiritual state of 
all Ireland may be assimilated to that, which the 
blessing of God has brought about in West Galway." 
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IV. 



HINTS FOR A TOUR THROUGH CONNEMARA. 

An admirably-appointed railway will convey the 
tourist in five hours from Dublin to Galway, and 
there he has the choice of three or four hotels : none 
of them are very highly spoken of, but Madame De 
Veyter's is the best, and Nolan's next. The Railway 
Company have nearly completed a new one. Here 
the Dover Ragged Schools, the Queen's College, and 
Galway Bay should be seen. 

Oughterard, the next point to make for, is eighteen 
Enghsh miles from Galway. There are four public 
conveyances both ways every day, at the low charge 
of 2s. 6d. Murphy's Inn, though small, affords 
clean and comfortable accommodation. The Maam 
Hotel, which is admirably kept, may be reached by 
water from Oughterard, and Castlekirke may be 
taken on the way. This is by far the best way of 
approaching Maam, and boats may be bad for the 
whole distance, which is about fourteen miles, for 
78. 6d. 

From this point (Maam) the tourist has the choice 
of reaching Clifden, the centre of the missionary 
work, by either of two routes. He may hire a car 
at 6d. a mile (the fixed charge) and go to Leenane, 
the head of the Killeries, which is nine miles distant. 
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and then visit Ashleagh, three miles from Leenane ; 
thence by water to Salruck, and have another car 
to meet him from the Kylemore Hotel, where he may 
halt for the night. Kylemore Hotel is about seven 
miles from Salruck. I cannot say much for the 
accommodation there, and would recommend travel- 
lers to avoid it. It has attained some notoriety as 
being kept by a clergyman. 

From the Kylemore Hotel, Clifden is about fifteen 
miles distant, and may be reached either by a hired 
car, or by the public conveyance from Westport to 
Clifden, which leaves Clifden on Mondays, returns 
on Tuesdays, and so on through the week. Or 
the traveller may adopt another plan, which I am 
disposed to recommend, viz. to hire a car from Maam 
to meet the car from Gal way to Clifden. The dis- 
tance through the hills is about five miles and a half. 
He would then enjoy a delightful drive, within sight 
of the Twelve Pins nearly the whole way. He might 
spend what time he could spare in visiting the sta- 
tions in and around CHfden, and then start for Lee- 
nane on the Westport car, which would take him 
through the splendid Kylemore pass, and give him 
the best opportunity of seeing it. From Leenane he 
might take a boat to Salruck, and have a car to 
meet him from Maam on his return ; and next day 
he might easily proceed homewards by joining the 
car from Clifden to Galway. 

At Clifden there is an excellent hotel, Mrs* Carr's, 
and this the tourist should make his head-quarters. 
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It is cheap, clean, and comfortable. A great many 
Missionary Stations lie within easy distance of Clifden. 



' Fakeragh 
. Ballvconree , 


. . 2^ miles. 


. 4 „ 


' Streamstown 


. . 2| „ 


J Sellerna . . 


. 10 „ 


Cleggan . 


. . 8 „ 


^Claddadugh . 


. 10 „ 


rBallinaboy 


. . 2i „ 


Derrygimla 


. . 6i „ 


< DuhoUa . . 


. 10 „ 


Errislannon . 


. 6 „ 


^Roundstone . 


. 12 ,. 



Those within brackets are on the same road. 

Travellers who wish to visit Moirus, Roundstone, 
and the southern parts of the coast, might go to the 
Ballinahinch Hotel for a day or two. It is a lovely 
spot, and well worth visiting, but I did not try the 
accommodation there. 

Either of the above tours might be made in about 
a week — ^that is, a day for Gal way— one for Oughte- 
rard, Glan, and Maam — a day, or at most two, for 
the distance between Maam and Clifden — and the 
remainder for Clifden and neighbourhood. 



THE END. 



L. SEELEY, 

THAMB8 DinOV. 



